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Introduction
Background
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• SES Water own and manage over 850 acres of land across the region we serve

• The Fetcham Springs site comprises 51 acres of this overall landholding

• The primary reasons for these landholdings are previous, current or potential 

future operational needs in the supply of potable water to our customers across 

Surrey, south London and parts of Kent and Sussex.

• Historically, most of these 

landholdings have been limited 

to single use activities - for 

operational purposes – but the 

landscape is changing

• Water companies are (rightly) 

being asked to consider and 

pursue opportunities to make 

greater use of these landholdings

• We’re attempting to do just that –

by exploring ways of gaining 

multiple benefits from many of 

our sites – including Fetcham 

Springs.



Introduction
Current situation

3

• Boreholes at Fetcham Springs provide on average 20% of the raw water supply 

to Elmer WTW. Elmer supplies 95% of Mole Valley’s homes and businesses

• The site is located within an inner source protection zone (SPZ1) and whilst new 

building is permitted in such areas, doing so requires additional aquifer protection

• We have chosen to protect this operational land from the risks of development

• The land is retained to provide a 

site for additional water treatment 

via abstraction from local water 

sources

• Today, the site broadly comprises 

five zones: 
• A floodplain adjacent to the river

• Grassland and scrub to the west and 

south

• Flooded woodland adjacent to the 

railway

• The mill pond and associated streams

• Areas/properties rented to tenants 

• Two rights of way cross the site –

Footpath 16 and Footpath 60.
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SES Water’s Aspirations 
Driven from our current and developing longer-term strategies and plans

• Our primary focus has and will 

always be on the operational 

necessity of the site, which will 

become more important as a result of 

climate change and population 

growth

• Identifying ways in which our 

operational sites can serve multiple 

purposes for the benefit of the 

environment and communities we 

serve is vital

• This can be showcased at Fetcham

Springs – where it can play a role in 

tackling the climate emergency  

• Here, water supply, nature, clean 

energy, and education and amenity 

can co-exist alongside each other 

• We want to work with the local 

community to achieve these plans. 
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Proposals for the Site (I)
Our Plan for Fetcham Springs

Biodiversity Enhancement

• We have just achieved our second 

Biodiversity Benchmark award, this 

time for the first 13 acres of the site

• We must manage the site in a 

particular way, undertaking regular 

surveying and monitoring of wildlife 

• We aim to work with local 

stakeholders to extend this over the 

coming years, ideally to cover the 

whole Fetcham Springs site. 

Carbon Reduction

• We are committed to becoming a 

net zero business by 2030

• We consume enough electricity to 

power 13,000 homes. We generate 

enough to power 100 homes

• We are proposing to install a solar 

array of up to 2MW (upto ~10 acres) 

on the operational land at Fetcham 

Springs. This would provide on 

average 20% of Elmer WTW’s 

power requirements

• Further installations of solar would 

also take place at the WTW

• We believe the 

biodiversity of 

this part of the 

site will not be 

compromised.
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Proposals for the Site (II)
Our Plan for Fetcham Springs

Education Opportunities

• The multiple uses of the site and its 

proximity to the WTW provide an 

important educational opportunity

• Basing this at Fetcham Springs 

opens this up to more people

• We wish to gift a three-year-old 

modular, serviced building used for 

the recent Elmer project to the 

community to be permanently re-

sited at Fetcham Springs

Amenity Provision

• This community hub could easily be 

utilised for broader amenity via 

managed access and community 

groups

• Again, we’d want to work with local 

stakeholders to maximise the 

benefits of this

• As well as ensuring the site is 

managed in a way that allows year-

round access via FP16 and FP60, 

we’d consider an additional PRoW

through the site from Raymead Way 

to FP60 as part of this overall plan

• Additional interpretation boards 

across the site would help provide a 

far better understanding of how 

Fetcham Springs is managed and 

why it’s so important.



Proposed Site Layout 
Our Plan for Fetcham Springs
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Proposed Site Layout 
Linkage with other local sites

Elmer WTW 

• Elmer works is located within a 

30-acre site and is located just 

south of Fetcham Springs

• It received the Biodiversity 

Benchmark for the whole site in 

March 2021

• It presents a significant 

opportunity for managed site 

visits for educational purposes as 

part of its linkage to Fetcham 

Springs.

Leatherhead Pumping Station

• Built in 1935, the operational site 

has local historical interest, and 

could be opened as part of a 

wider plan with Elmer & Fetcham 

Springs.



Q&A
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