
Planning Matters Report for the FRA 2022 AGM 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 
  
Buildings development within Fetcham continues to be monitored by the FRA.  
 
During the past year (Apr 2021 – March 2022) there have been some 212 Planning 
Applications for sites within Fetcham published for consideration by MVDC’s Planning 
Department. Of these, 45 were applications to manage, reduce or fell trees subject to TPO’s 
(Tree Protection Orders).   
 
These headline numbers represent a slight reduction on the previous two years. 
 
Once again much of the building activity is confined to extending existing properties 
sideways, rearwards, forwards and upwards, with few notable large-scale developments. 
As mentioned at previous AGM’s, this form of development does create its own issues by 
gradually altering street views, reducing green space and increasing building density, paved 
areas, overlooking, noise and light pollution … all eventually impacting upon the residential 
character and ambience of Fetcham. 
There is a continued downward trend in infill proposals, as potential sites become rarer and 
less economically viable to develop.  
 
Since last April, the FRA has actively supported residents in their objections to 10 
applications. 1 remains TO BE DECIDED; 5 were still APPROVED; 2 were subsequently 
WITHDRAWN, and 2 were appropriately REFUSED. Unfortunately, because one of those 
REFUSAL decisions was only made by the MVDC Planning Dept after an allowed period of 
time, for Telecoms Mast applications, the application was deemed to be Approved ... much 
to the annoyance of local residents and the FRA. 
 
Other notable planning issues (for all the wrong reasons) during the past 12months include 
the seemingly confused handling by the Planning Department of the extending of land usage 
at the River Lane travellers site, and difficulties enforcing planning conditions on a number 
of approved developments.   
 
 
TUDOR MOTORS 
 
Our current understanding is that: 

• all Planning Approval elements and Conditions with MVDC have been agreed. 

• Thames Water have submitted details of pipe or culvert re-routing required. 

• Stonegate Homes are awaiting instructions from site owner, Littleworth Properties. 
 
Without success, the FRA has been repeatedly seeking a firm commencement date for the 
demolition and site works to commence. We have also been repeatedly urging that whilst 
such a start date remains undetermined, that at least the petrol sales court signage be 
removed immediately. However, when a response is provided to this latter request, it is 
usually to say that it is was not viable to remove them ahead of the main work that ’could 
be starting very soon’.   
We have also been requesting permission to allow local community groups to ‘decorate’ 
the current hoarding. But with similar stalling responses … that the start of site works was 
imminent.  We remain as frustrated as we know are many residents and traders.  
 



FUTURE MOLE VALLEY LOCAL PLAN 
 
During the past year the FRA continued following the progress of MVDC’s Future Mole 
Valley Local Plan. The reviewing of Consultation Responses to the (Regulation 18) draft 
version and re-drafting into (regulation 19) version had commenced by the late Spring of 
2020. This had followed the public consultation of the original Reg 18 draft version that 
had also provided a very lively topic of discussion in this hall back in March 2020.  
 
By Autumn 2021, the Draft (Regulation 19) Local Plan had been published.  

As had been anticipated, Fetcham Springs had been taken out of consideration for any 
development, as has the Elmer works land, previously earmarked for 55 housing units. 

Other significant changes included: 

• Amount of Green Belt ‘take’ reduced. 
• Infrastructure allocations. 
• Rentwood, School Lane newly included for 22 housing units within Fetcham. 
• Land north of Guildford Road, Bookham for 164 units removed. 
• Land to north and south of Barnett Wood Lane, Leatherhead, removed. 
• Annual new homes target cut from 449 to to 353 dwellings. 

In our considered opinion the remaining threats to Fetcham were: 

• An absence of infrastructure allocations to enable Fetcham to cope with existing 
shortcomings. 

• Consequences of development within Fetcham, including ongoing infill and at 
Rentwood;  

• Consequences of significant developments in Leatherhead and the Bookhams.  

• The absence of undertakings to coordinate planning of strategic infrastructure, eg;  
flooding prevention; main drainage; health services; roads; parking, public transport.  

The FRA submitted a comprehensive representation about the Reg 19 version raising 
these concerns in November 2021 to the Council. 

The Draft Local Plan was subsequently submitted by the Council in February 2022 to the 
Council to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, who has in 
turn appointed Inspectors from the Planning Inspectorate to examine the Local Plan. All 
representations, from some 835 individuals or bodies, that were made to the Council about 
the final draft Local Plan have accompanied the submission and will be taken into 
consideration by the Inspectors. 

The Examining Inspectors have this month provided an eight page document with initial 
comments, observations and preliminary questions requiring responses from MVDC (and 
SCC) by 5pm Friday 22 April 2022. On the basis of that response, they will then consider 
whether they are in a position to move on to the hearings stage of the Examination.  

 



The FRA has noted some fundamental queries being raised by the Inspectors related to: 

• The Plan Period - required to be looking ahead over a minimum of 15 years. 

• Housing - in that the plan is not meeting the local housing need. 

• Green Belt – seeking evidence of justification for changing Green Belt Boundaries. 

• Highways – inc enquiring if the impact of small site development is accounted for. 

• Viability – asking if the plan takes account of recent changes to Building Reg.  

• Local Green Spaces – requiring the methodology that underpins designations. 
• Infrastructure Delivery Plan – noting the absence of an Infrastructure Funding 

Statement.  

The first hearing sessions could take place before the end of July, with subsequent hearings 
taking place at the beginning of Autumn.  

However, these timings could well be delayed significantly, or the overall validity of the 
submission may be challenged, and the Plan thrown out.    

 
ELECTOIAL WARD BOUNDARIES REVIEW 
 
The existing Council Fetcham East and Fetcham West Wards together broadly encompass 
the historic boundaries of our Fetcham Village, albeit with some encroachment by the 
Bookham North Ward upon the Village’s western boundary. 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is seeking to “ensure 
that [Mole Valley] councillors will represent about the same number of electors and that ward 
arrangements help the council work effectively”. There are currently 21 wards in Mole Valley, 
served by 41 councillors. From the outset of the LGBCE’s considerations, it was proposing 
this changed to 13, three member wards, and to therefore set a council size of 39 councillors. 
 
A cross party group of MVDC councillors had failed to reach a consensus on how this could 
be achieved overall. However, a suggestion was published that proposed a new ward 
between Bookham and Fetcham wards. The new ward was being suggested as extending 
eastwards into Fetcham to the length of The Ridgeway, skirting Oakfield School and to the 
length of Kennel Lane.  
 
The FRA presented our submission to the LGBCE in December 2021. 
In particular … 

• We expressed no objection to the amalgamation of two wards into one ward.  

• We did not support any Fetcham East // Bookham South boundary changes. 

• We did not support significant Fetcham West // Bookham North boundary changes. 

• We did suggest a more rational realignment of the Fetcham West // Bookham North 
boundary and proposed adopting Kennel Lane and The Glade Lane as more ‘natural‘ 
boundary lines. 

 
The LGBCE has now issued its draft recommendations for new ward boundaries across 
Mole Valley. 
As was being predicated, their recommendations include the creation of an ‘Eastwick Park’ 
ward. This is proposed to be largely comprised of a third each (by area) of North Bookham 



and South Bookham wards, as well as, albeit small, notable parts of Fetcham West and East 
wards.  
The Eastwick Park ward is drawn as having its easterly boundary running down the 
Ridgeway and part of Bell Lane, skirting round the westerly boundary of Oakfield School 
and along Kennel Lane.  
The remaining areas of Bookham North & South are proposed to be combined into a 
single ‘The Bookhams’ ward.  
Whilst remaining areas of Fetcham East & West, become a single ‘Fetcham’ ward. 
 
Whist this should hopefully not be read as reducing the size of the Fetcham community, it 
will never-the-less result in existing Fetcham residents west of the Ridgeway, Oakfield 
School and Kennel Lane, being represented by 3 different Eastwick Park councillors than 
for the rest of Fetcham and those Eastwick Park councillors would be representing a ward 
predominantly comprised of Bookham residents.  
It may also be anticipated that those Bookham residents may not themselves welcome 
being represented by different ward councillors for The Bookhams. 
 
The FRA has concerns, shared we believe by our present Cllrs, that liaison between the 
FRA and all 6 Fetcham and Eastwick Park councillors representing Fetcham’s residents 
will face increased complexity.  
We believe this would be contrary to the LGBCE stated objective of seeking ward 
arrangements that help the council work effectively, and damaging for the Fetcham 
community.  
 
The FRA will be making further representation to the LGBCE and MVDC before the close 
of the consultation period on 6th June.  
Full details of the LGBCE proposal will be on the FRA website.  
Please let us know what your views are. 
Please do also submit your own opinions directly to the LGBCE  
 
 
PLANNING ISSUES and the FRA WEBSITE   
 
We continue to provide regular updates of our presentation and listings of all Planning 
Applications for development within Fetcham. These are accessible on the FRA website and 
our Noticeboard outside the Sainsbury’s store. We hope these are useful to residents in 
identifying applications about which they might wish to express opinions whether or not thay 
are very directly potentially affected.  
 

 
THANKS 
 
My personal thanks to Patrick Bisgood for his input and involvement in Planning issues, 
generally and in particular for monitoring and responding to applications for work to, or the 
felling of trees with TPO’s. These are a notable proportion of all Planning Applications, as 
befits a still leafy Surrey district. My thanks also to Mark Robinson for keeping the real and 
virtual FRA Noticeboards updated … not just with Planning Application lists but with a broad 
range of notices about local activities.  
 
Thank you all. 
 
Richard Bradfield 
FRA Vice Chair & Planning  


