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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Fetcham Residents Association 

held via Zoom at 7.30pm on Monday 26th April 2021 
 
Present: Officers: 
 Tim Hall (President & SCC Councillor) Alan Pooley (Hon Treasurer) 
 Tim Waller (Chairman) James Fairclough (Hon. Solicitor) 
 Richard Bradfield (Hon. Vice Chairman) Marion Doherty (Minute Secretary) 
 Ian Anderson (Hon. Vice Chairman) 
 
 Committee Members: 
 Patrick Bisgood Patty Harrison 
 Caroline Cardew-Smith Sylvia Oliver 
 Margaret Clarke Dan Phillips 
 Geoff Corbett  Mark Robinson 
 Martin David  Frazer Thouard 
 Sara Gyngell Betty Williams 
 
 Councillors: 
 Cllr Clare Curran – SCC  
 Cllr Lynne Brooks – MVDC Cllr Tracy Keeley - MVDC 
 Cllr Raj Haque - MVDC Cllr Paul Kennedy – MVDC 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the 89th Annual General Meeting of the Fetcham 
Residents Association (FRA). He welcomed our President, Cllr Tim Hall and the other 
Councillors.  The number of participants was recorded as 87. 

 
He welcomed the speakers for the evening - Dr. Andy. Black - Director of The Greenhouse 
Project in Cock Lane, PCSO Marion Hawkins and Henrietta Stock from SES Water. 

 
Richard Bradfield is co-host and he will record the meeting to assist the newly-appointed 
Minuting Secretary, Marion Doherty. The Chairman thanked Phyllis Overy who was Minute 
Secretary for the past three years. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Sue Joyce, Membership Secretary 
 
3. MINUTES OF LAST AGM. - THURSDAY 18 JUNE 2020 

As no notifications of amendments have been received, the Minutes were duly approved. 
Proposed by Margaret Clarke and Seconded by David Jackson 

 
4. COMMITTEE REPORTS FOR 2020/21 

 
(Note: As the Treasurer’s Report and Accounts, the Planning, Communications and 
Chairman’s Reports had all been displayed on the FRA website, the Chairman gave only a 
summary of the reports.) 

 
(a)        The Treasurer’s Report - Accounts and Notes for the year ended 31st December 2020  
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Substantial influx of membership since the accounts were produced, which stands us 
in good stead to make further donations in the current financial year.  There were no 
questions.  
 
The Chairman went on to offer his personal thanks to Alan Pooley for all his hard work 
over many years and for agreeing to carry on for another year. David Jackson 
proposed that the Accounts be adopted, and this was seconded by Caroline Cardew-
Smith. Carried unanimously. 

 
The Chairman thanked Barry Jones (FCCA), Hon. Auditor, for being our Examiner for 
many years, and proposed that he continues as our Accounts Examiner, seconded by 
Patty Harrison. The Chairman also thanked James Fairclough for his help over many 
years, and his re-appointment as Hon. Solicitor was proposed by Ian Anderson and 
seconded by Mark Robinson. 

 
(b)  Planning Report – Richard Bradfield: 

The Chairman said planning continues to be a major aspect of the committee’s work 
and we are indebted to Richard Bradfield for the detail of the work he gets involved 
with. The current planning methods of approval may be changing and the FRA will be 
discussing the salient points with the MVDC.  A meeting was convened quite quickly 
in March 2020 to discuss the land known as Fetcham Springs. Since then, we have 
been actively engaged with SES Water and MVDC to have the land removed from the 
Local Plan.  We have not received confirmation to that effect but we are in very good 
dialogue with SES Water and building up a very good picture of the bio-diversity of 
the site. It is an incredibly old piece of land and an archaeological dig was proposed 
but this had to be delayed due to Covid 19.  It is a very interesting site of natural 
habitat and is high on the FRA’s agenda to liaise closely with SES Water to make sure 
we get the best result. 

 
We will shortly have a Tree Trail on our website which will highlight trees of interest 
in the local area, which is part of what we are trying to do to help the community 
understand the various assets of Fetcham. 

 
No questions on the Planning Report. 

 
(c)  Communications Report - Ian Anderson: 

In order to consolidate and improve our communications, we relaunched the FRA 
website in the summer of 2019. It is monitored and added to on a regular basis by 
Richard Bradfield and Ian Anderson, and Dan Phillips who deals with the Social Media 
aspects. It is a fountain of information and we recommend every member to have a 
look on a regular basis. 

 
It was especially useful during the Covid 19 crisis for passing essential public 
messaging. We recognised the community input during the past year - Tyrone 
Patterson of Greenwise who, with his crew, delivered hundreds and hundreds of food 
parcels, Paul Barker of Mid Surrey Community Fridges, and all those people who dud 
so much to help the vulnerable people in Fetcham.  Our Newsletter is now probably 
the best in Surrey, and that is down to Ian Anderson who works so hard to put 
together the 20-pages full of interesting material. He went on to thank the local 
traders and businesses who have funded both editions in the past year. As can be seen 
from the Accounts, having paid for our printing and distribution costs, we made a 
small surplus which went into the coffers. 
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There were no questions on the Communications Report. 

 
(d)  Chairman’s Report – Tim Waller 

The report started by remembering Linda Tippelt who died on 5th April. She was a 
great stalwart not only for her work on the committee but also in her activities within 
the local community. There were almost 2,700 tributes posted on social media which 
showed how much she was appreciated within Fetcham. As a way of saying thank-you 
for all her work, we donated £100 to the Princess Alice Hospice. 

 
We face increasing challenges during the coming year, particularly over Fetcham 
Springs, the future Planning Policy and maintaining the vibrancy of our village centre. 
All the shops are occupied but a couple are struggling and he commended that we 
support our local retailers. 

 
We have a planning regime which is likely to be weighed even more heavily in favour 
of development and in-filling and we must be cognisant of this. Fetcham, as a 
community, is not going to suffer the kind of development that Bookham, Ashtead 
and Leatherhead are likely to suffer in the next five years. Where it will affect Fetcham 
will be in infrastructure - doctors, roads, schools, etc. This is an issue that we will be 
watching very carefully.  
 
The saga of the Tudor Motors site continues. It has been five years since the site was 
sold and planning consent was granted back in December 2019.  There were a lot of 
conditions and precedents and these have now been satisfied. However, because of 
the underground steam, Thames Water are also looking at a diversion which runs 
apparently from the Post Office to underneath the Tudor Motors site and down into 
River Lane. They will have to liaise to see how best to cope with it. We have no start 
date but we are hopeful it will be in the next couple of months. 
 
During the past year we have seen the Local Plan and the next stage of process in due 
to be revealed in June and we will continue to monitor that process very closely. 

 
I mentioned my vice-chairmen but I also wish to mention our local IT firm, Tekmate, 
who have been great supporters in helping with our revamped website.  

 
Sue Joyce, our Membership Secretary, joined the committee a couple of years ago 
and has been instrumental in doubling our membership, and the significant increase 
in income from subscriptions. We will continue to push hard to bring more and more 
members into our fold. 

 
Many of you are at the Molebridge Practice which was taken over by new partners 
last summer. I was very much, and still am in regular contact with Daniel Elkeles, who 
is the Chief Executive of the Epsom & St. Helier Trust and he is instrumental not only 
in putting money into the Molebridge Practice but he also has a big interest in 
Leatherhead Hospital which has a Hub. I have just taken over as Chairman of the 
League of Friends of Leatherhead Hospital and I think there will be a lot going on 
there, hopefully in the next two or three years. 

 
We also get involved in Highways and we have just undertaken the preparation of a 
Highways Strategy.  Cllr Tim Hall and I met with our Highways lead Martin David, to 
set up meetings with members of the Highways and SCC and MVDC to see what we 
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can do about the potholes and state of the roads. We will report back to the members 
as and when we get any news. 

 
Over the coming year, we need more input to our existing committee structure.  We 
are an organization that is very busy on new initiatives to try and improve the 
community and the activities within that community so we need people to come onto 
the committee to assist, in particular, Richard Bradfield on Planning and Ian Anderson 
on Editorial. I would be delighted to hear from anyone who would be willing to give a 
few hours to help. I expect to continue using Zoom for the foreseeable future for 
committee meetings because I think people will still be a bit cautious about 
gatherings. 

 
We will continue to push forward with our priorities, making sure our voice is heard 
on the matters that affect our quality of life such as planning, roads, environment, 
and health. The more income we receive from membership subscriptions, the more 
the committee can spend on good causes within our own community. 

 
In conclusion, I would like to thank every member of the committee for their support, 
input and ideas and, if re-elected, I look forward to representing our community for 
another year. 

 
Question: Is the FRA considering a Facebook page for residents’ communications and 
information?   
Answer from Dan Phillips: It is certainly something we can do. At the moment we 
share it into ‘I Live in Fetcham’ , a very popular group but there is nothing stopping us 
creating a Residents Association Group if that would be easier for people. Dan 
suggested the person that asked the question to contact him direct so he can explain 
and see what would be best. 

 
5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 2021/22 
 

A list of committee members showing their roles within the committee was provided prior to 
the meeting. 

 
The Chairman proposed that Cllr Tim Hall be re-elected as President.  Seconded by Richard 
Bradfield and carried unanimously. 

 
Tim Hall commended Tim Waller for his leadership. He said he has an extraordinary ability to 
encourage people into doing things that they had not intended doing and he has been 
tremendous in moving the Association onto the next phase.  

 
The death of Linda Tippett will be felt by a great many people in Fetcham.  She was a good 
friend and a great campaigner for our village, and will sorely missed. He went on to say the 
committee members work extremely hard in so many different fields and is tremendously 
impressed by how man hardworking people give their time and their expertise and he is very 
grateful to everyone for their efforts. 

 
Tim Hall proposed Tim Waller as Chairman. Seconded by Margaret Clarke. Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
Election en bloc of the following to the FRA Committee: 

Ian Anderson as Hon. Vice-Chairman 
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Richard Bradfield as Hon. Vice Chairman 
Alan Pooley as Treasurer 
Sue Joyce as Membership Secretary 
Marion Doherty as Minute Secretary 
James Fairclough as Hon. Solicitor 
Patrick Bisgood 
Caroline Cardew-Smith 
Margaret Clarke 
Geoff Corbet 
Martin David 
Sara Gyngell 
Patty Harrison 
Sylvia Oliver 
Dan Phillips 
Mark Robinson 
Frazer Thouard 
Betty Williams 

 
Tim Waller as Chairman proposed all of the above for election. Seconded by Tim Hall. Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
6. OUR SPEAKERS: 

 
(a) Dr. Andy Black, The Greenhouse Project 
Slide presentation is attached as an appendix. 
Andy Black, a director of The Greenhouse Project gave an update on funding and how the 
project will materialize over the next year. He shared his presentation with Jenny Harlow, 
Group Scout Leader for 1st Fetcham Scouts and Julie Partridge who is a minister at St. Mary’s 
Church. Jenny Harlow highlighted the benefits of The Greenhouse to the Scouts and gave 
details of their stall at the Fetcham Village Fete on 10th July. Julie said how enthusiastic 
St.Mary’s was about partnering with Greenhouse for this community project. She went on to 
welcome the Revd. Pouya Heidari as the new Rector at St. Mary’s Church. He and his family 
will be moving to Fetcham in May.  

 

 

20210426 

Greenhouse update at FRA v0.2 ajmb compressed.pptx
 

 
(b) PCSO Marion Hawkins 
Relevant slides attached as an appendix. 
Our neighbourhood officer numbers are slowly increasing.  We now have two PCSOs for 
Fetcham with Alex Daniels, supported by Marion, plus John Hench is back on the team. 
Overall, crime in Fetcham is really low.  One of their main problems continues to be the theft 
of catalytic converters, and said they had some DNA marking kits for converters available for 
residents.  A few minor crimes but the other main crime is e-scooters being used by both 
children and adults. They can be really dangerous on pavements and roads and are illegal on 
the roads. All the information about the new police headquarters is available on the Internet 
and it is hoped to be ready by 2024. She ran through the various ways of reporting crimes, i.e. 
101, Surrey Police Website, Facebook - Mole Valley Beat page, and obviously 999 in an 
emergency. 
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The Chairman raised the question of CCTV and referred to the Crime Map that 
Marion Hawkins had sent him. He has registered our interest of having CCTV in the village. 
especially outside Sainsbury’s. 

 
Cllr Raj Haque asked if there was anything in place to deal with the drug issues in the village. 
She said they are aware of the problems and said the use of e-scooters was adding to the 
problem. 

 
Tim Waller said he had had a Zoom meeting with the Chief Constable on the new police 
headquarters in Cleve Road. 1,900 staff, all the firearms there, there will still be a presence at 
Mount Brown and Reigate. Accommodation on site and sport facilities for people that live in 
Leatherhead to utilize. It is going to help bring people back into Leatherhead and Fetcham. 

 
Marion can be contacted by calling 101. She will send her number to Tim Waller who can 
distribute it to the relevant people, and Jenny Harlow asked her for her number as well. 
 
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/surrey-police/bookham-and-fetcham/?tab=CrimeMap 
 

e scooter sheet.docx

 
 
 

(c) Henrietta Stock, Energy and Carbon Manager for SES Water 
Slide presentation is attached as an appendix. 

 
All the questions were in relation to SES Water’s proposal to install solar panels on Fetcham 
Springs. Before asking the questions the Chairman re-iterated that the Springs were a natural 
break between Leatherhead and Fetcham and people look upon it as a place of calm and bio-
diversity, plants, wildlife, etc. 
 
Q: According to the Mole Valley draft Local Plan, the site is 9.4 hectares. How much of the site 
will be given over to solar panels?  
A: The 9.4 hectares refers to the western side between the footpath and Raymead Way and 
bordered by the railway line at the north. No figures available as yet but her best guess at the 
moment was that it could be anything between 10% and 50%.  
 
Q: What initiatives have been undertaken to deal with the flooding?  
A: It will come down to the detail design, i.e. mounted panels. 

 
Q; Do you have plans to mitigate the visual intrusiveness of the panels?  
A: Any glare, reflectiveness, etc. will be considered in the design and panel location and layout.  
In terms of hedge planting, we are looking to enhance the bio-diversity at the site.  

 
Q: What environmental surveys are going to be carried out and what plans does SES Water 
have to preserve or uplift the bio-diversity?  
A: Surrey Wildlife Trust are going to undertake a survey plus a consultant who will undertake 
a bio-diversity and invasive non-native species survey on the site.  In our business plan for 
2020 to 2025 we will achieve the bio-diversity benchmark for three sites which includes Elmer, 
where we have recently achieved it, Fetcham and our site in Kent. The bio-diversity 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/surrey-police/bookham-and-fetcham/?tab=CrimeMap
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benchmark is an award from the Wildlife Trust which recognizes the work done to enhance 
bio-diversity compared to an initial audit which the Wildlife Trust undertakes. 

 
Q: Where would the proposed Visitors Centre be sited?  
A: As well as treating and supplying customers with water, it is really important that we 
educate lots of adults and children about the value of water as a precious resource.  We have 
recently invested in a brand new, state of the art education centre at our Bough Beech 
reservoir in Kent which builds on our 20-year education programme.  We want to make that 
programme more accessible to children and adults in other parts of our area as some schools 
cannot afford the funding for coaches to get to the reservoir.  We want to increase accessibility 
for people by having a facility for education at Fetcham.  It will allow us to demonstrate the 
link more clearly between water and energy and the environment.  The exact location on the 
Springs site has not been decided yet but clearly factors like accessibility and the other 
operations needed at the site will be important in making that decision. 
 
Q: There is a continual problem of flooding along the footpath 16 that runs along the railway 
embankment. Would SES Water consider either a permanent or temporary footpath across 
the centre of the site where it is generally much drier?   
A: Yes, we are giving consideration to creating a permissive path as part of the work to install 
the solar panels. 

 
Q: When do you envisage SES Water submitting its plans to MVDC Planning Department?  
A: We do not know at the moment - it is too early at this stage but certainly within the next 2 
to 3 years. We are keen to progress it as soon as we can but there are many other 
considerations to go into in working out the plans. 

 
Q: Could the land to the east of the springs running parallel to the road leading to the fire 
station be used instead?  
A: No plans to change the use of that site. 

 
Q: Surely, part of the plan is to work out what the demand is against the number of panels 
required?  
A: yes, that is a calculation that we have done. The challenge is, of course, our demand at 
Elmer is pretty much constant; it obviously it does vary with peak demand.  Generally at night 
we top up reservoirs when demand is flat.  In terms of the electricity that is generated by the 
solar panels, that is not flat as it does not generate anything at night, only during the day.  The 
challenge that we have in terms of the calculation of the siting of the panels is about 
optimizing those two and balancing what we need and what we can generate.  We do not 
want to end up generating so much in the middle of the day that we can’t use it and that it is 
wasted or has no value because we have then spent too much on panels which is unnecessary 
but equally we do not want it to be so small that it is not actually able to provide us with much 
power at all to Elmer. It is not so quite straightforward as matching up what we need and then 
siting the solar panels; it is all about matching the time of day that we need power and 
availability generated by the solar panels and optimizing that, so why there is still some 
uncertainty? 

 
Q: Would it make more sense to widen the road to the fire station and have any buildings at 
the end of that road as we do not want people parking in Cobham Road and Raymead Way. 
A: We have not looked in detail at where we would locate an education centre and how it 
would be accessed. We will need to make the site more accessible than it currently is for 
school groups and others that need to arrive by vehicles and it is not possible at this stage to 
say exactly how this would look until our plans are more advanced.  We would want to 
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reassure people that we don’t envisage the centre being accessible to the public at large; it 
would be as part of organised visits and we would also be encouraging people to travel in the 
most environmentally-friendly way possible, ie car sharing, electric vehicles or public 
transport. This is a priority for us as a company so we are not talking about building huge car 
parks as this would not encourage the sort of behaviour we want. We are just talking about 
accessibility.  

 
Q: The site itself is of considerable antiquity of that there is no question and, of course, buried 
in there is the Roman ruins of their buildings. How does the archaeological site come into this?  
A: In terms of putting something like solar panels on the site, it is one of the considerations 
that solar lends itself quite well to another operational use of the site because it does not 
impact with what is under the ground and, of course, that is important to us in terms of the 
water under the ground as well as the archaeology that is underneath. It would not have 
significant impact on what is under the ground. We are hoping maybe that could be part of 
the education as well so people can learn about the archaeology as well as bio-diversity and 
the importance of valuing water as well. The archaeological site is certainly a consideration of 
what we might include in the education centre.  

 
The Chairman thanked Henrietta for her presentation and her time, and we hope as an 
Association we can be closely involved with your plans because the more that we can 
understand what you want to do, the more we can communicate it to the local community if 
we all understand that the carbon footprint has to be very fully considered.  We have got to 
get the right balance.  SES Water has already said that it would not consider selling it for 
housing, which is a major plus factor. The FRA is trying to get this land away from the Local 
Plan and then perhaps we can get on with the future use of that land and work with SES Water 
to obtain the right balance. The main thing from the committee’s point of view is to keep in 
touch and up to date with all the discussions. 
 

FRA AMG 26 04 

2021.pdf
 

 
 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

There was no other business. 
 
8. CLOSE 
 

The Chairman thanked particularly the Councillors for their forbearance during the year as 
well as their advice and he looked forward to working with them over the coming year. We 
are going to have a challenging year but with a lot of enthusiasm so, with that in mind, thank 
you all for attending tonight. 

 
Just before Tim Waller closed the meeting, Ian Anderson expressed a vote of thanks to him 
for running quite a challenging AGM on Zoom, and thanked Richard for co-hosting it very ably. 
Very many thanks indeed Tim and for the huge amount of work that you have done during 
the past year as our Chairman.  

 
 The meeting finished at 9.15pm 
 


