ALAN POOLEY’S WALKING GUIDE
TO THE HEART OF
HISTORIC FETCHAM
“St Mary’s Church and Fetcham Park, as the manor house, were the centre of the village
until the shopping parade developed on the Cobham Road in the 20th century. The squire,
the rector, the pub, the post office, the school and several illustrious residents were all
close to each other in this historic area.”
Alan Pooley, local Fetcham historian
1 St Mary’s Church Grade II*
The oldest parts of Fetcham Church were built over 1,000 years ago and must have been one of the earliest areas
of Anglo-Saxon settlement with 6th Century burial grounds on Hawks Hill and at Watersmeet. At that time The
Street extended southward between the church and the manor house (where Fetcham Park now stands) to join
the path over the Downs to West Humble.
There is a wealth of history at St Marys including roman bricks which can be seen forming the south west
quoin on the west wall and the arch of the small window high in the south wall of the nave, but the main
construction is of field flints in lime mortar. The oldest bell now in the church was made is marked "Robertus
Mott me fecit 1588", the year of the Spanish Armada. Another bell is inscribed "William Land 1613" which also
survives. The organ in the church was built by the reputable Willis company.
St Marys has a thriving congregation with a wide choice of services which enjoy both the traditional and
more modern styles. There are also plenty of activities for people of all ages. To find out more about its history
or to find out what’s going on now visit : www.stmarysfetcham.org.uk
2
Fetcham Park Grade II*
The medieval manor house sat next to the church, which may have been built by an early lord of the manor. In
1705 Arthur Moore, an Irish born self-made financier and MP, built his grand mansion, later called Fetcham
Park, incorporating the manor house. Although its original water gardens designed by royal gardener, George
London have been lost, as has the exterior design by the royal architect, William Talman, the ground floor
containing beautiful murals by Louis Laguerre, a famous French artist still survives. The wealthy banking
Hankey family, which owned the house and estate from 1792 to 1920/24, remodelled and refaced the house in
the late 1870s in the fashionable French chateau style, using Edward l’Anson, a renowned architect of the time.
The house and estate were sold in the early twentieth century with the house becoming a boys’ boarding
school for a number of years and much of the land used for housing.
After becoming derelict it was sympathetically restored in the 1980s to be used as office accommodation.
The Wilky Group has owned it since 1999 and uses it for serviced offices and private functions.

Fetcham Park

St Mary’s Church

3

Salt Box Grade II

Built around 1700, probably by Arthur Moore or his
brother Colonel William Moore, in the Dutch style
brought to England by King William and Queen
Mary. Its name relates to its roof which resembles a
traditional salt box which had a single sloping lid.
The house was altered and enlarged in 1924.
4 Well House
Called Laburnham Cottage to around 1920 and
possibly developed from the out buildings of the
neighbouring Salt Box, with the name deriving from
the wells in both properties.
Sold in 1924 by the Hankey estate and bought by
George Lloyd Jacob in 1928, a leading member of
the campaign group to create the Village Hall and it’s
first Chairman in 1933.

Salt Box

5 Ballands Hall Grade II
Built in around 1690 by the last Vincent lord of the
manor, from whom Arthur Moore acquired the manor
house and estate, Henry Vincent over extended
himself in building it and moved to Norfolk. He was
buried in St Mary’s churchyard at his own request.
In 1721 Arthur Moore gave the house (later called
Ballands Hall) to be the rectory in return for the Old
Parsonage House which was opposite his front door
Ballands Hall
at Fetcham Park and on which he built a stable block.
Known as the grandest rectory in Surrey, many rectors rented it out as they could not afford to live
in it. The very wealthy Rector Sir Edward Graham Moon, son of a Lord Mayor of London, lived there
as rector from 1854 until his death in 1904. Sir Edward’s daughter, Ellen Gertrude, married John Barnard
Hankey in 1888, joining the two wealthiest and most powerful families in Fetcham. Following Sir
Edward’s death Ballands Hall passed to his son and a new rectory was built (see 7).
6 Dower Cottage
Owned by the Hankey family it was used for estate workers and then tenanted for quite a long period
in 1870/80 by Thomas Hardwick an East India Merchant in the 1870s.
7 Old Rectory
Replaced Ballands Hall as the rectory in 1909. Now a private house. The current rectory is situated
next to St Mary’s Church Hall.
8 Fetcham Village Infant School
Built in 1854 for 61 pupils on land donated by the
Hankey family and paid for by the Rector Sir Edward
Graham Moon, the school was extended in 1874, in
1886 and in the twentieth century. The original
school building is the central section of the current
school buildings and is used by one of the reception
classes.
9 Orchard Cottage Grade II
Built in the early eighteenth century, it was originally
a farmhouse but was later divided into two properties
and is now a private house.
10 Site of the village pond
Fetcham Village Infant School

11 St Clements
Built in the 1860s as a forge, two cottages and a shop
and named as St Clements by James Luff and his son
John who were blacksmiths. Rebuilt in around 1932
as seen today. Spring Electrical was the old forge,
the barbers was two semi-detached cottages and the
Post Office was a shop. An old plaque low down on
the left hand side of the frontage of Spring Electrical
has St Clements’ name.

St Clements

12 Yew Tree & Tea Tree Cottages (75 & 77 The Street) Grade II
Formerly the Cock Alehouse built in around 1617, it also hosted the manor court during at least the
eighteenth century. Its licence was suppressed in 1811 as there were two other public houses in the
parish.
13 Garden Cottage
Thought to have been developed from a lime kiln, the original village forge was located here.
14 Fetcham Lodge
Originally called The Shrubbery, it was built between
1799 and 1803 and later extended. One owner, the
banker Roger Cunliff, lived there during the building
of his house, Tyrells Wood. Charles Stanley Gordon
Clarke, High Sheriff of Surrey in 1926, sold it in 1931
when it became Hartley’s Guest House, where Victor
Sylvester played on some occasions. Now apartments.
15 Home Farm House Grade II
The farmhouse (since enlarged) was built in the early
Home Farm House
1700s probably by Arthur Moore who bought 35
acres of land here in 1706 and made it the Home Farm of the Fetcham Park estate, later increasing in
size some 300 acres.
16 Village Hall
Converted from the Home Farm barn into the Village Hall in the early 1930s following a fund raising
campaign by villagers led by the Fetcham Women’s Institute.
17 Bell Inn
Built in 1937 using the architect Joseph Hill as
replacement for the old inn which was situated on
the site of the current carpark.
18 Fetcham Cottage (also called Fetcham House)
(15 & 17 the Street) Grade II
Built in the 1790s by the Hankey Family who owned
Fetcham Park, it was let to several notable people
including Dr Thomas Monro (1759-1833), physician
to King George III and patron of the arts. He
Fetcham Cottage
entertained many artists at the house including
Joseph Mallard William Turner, Thomas Girtin and Peter De Wint. It was later let to Admiral Sir
George Henry Richards KCB FRS who died in 1896 and is buried in St Mary’s churchyard. Appointed
Lord in Waiting to Queen Victoria, he had served in the expedition to the Arctic to look for Sir J
Franklin.
19 Oakfield Junior School
Built in 1963.
20 Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Church
The church was built on the site of Bell cottage in 1968 and rebuilt after a fire in 1987. In 2012 the
parish co-joined with that of Our Lady of Sorrows in Effingham.

We hope you enjoy this walk of around 45 minutes. Please respect the privacy
of the owners of these buildings as many are private residences.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

11
l
12
l
10
l
9
l
13
l

St Mary’s Church Grade II*
Fetcham Park Grade II*
Salt Box
Well House
Ballands Hall Grade II
Dower Cottage
Old Rectory
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Site of the village pond
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Garden Cottage
Fetcham Lodge
Home Farm House
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Bell Inn
Fetcham House (or Cottage)
Oakfield Junior School
Holy Spirit R.C. Church
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