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Life beyond lockdown 
The end of a long winter under 
lockdown is beckoning for Morley 
Court residents, just like it is for 
everyone else in Fetcham.   
  Every resident’s flat counts as its own 
household, so although they are living in close 
proximity they have had to stick to lockdown 
rules like everyone else.   
  Social distancing has been observed and 
visits with friends and some family members 
were, of course, limited to ‘bubbles’ only. 
  Nigel Turner, one of the trustees of the 
Fetcham United Charities, said he was very 
pleased that residents were receiving their 
jabs, and the easing of lockdown was in sight.  
 “We’re looking forward to having events 
once again such as lunches, and the summer 
party in the garden for residents and families.” 
  86-year-old resident Carla Gibbs admitted it  

had felt at times as if she was imprisoned. 
 “I’m looking forward to going to the hair-
dresser,  I’ve not been for 6 months,” she said.  
 And 88-year-old Gerry Fleming reflected:  
“The end is in sight.  I’m looking forward to 
having a glass of wine in the garden again.” 
  Bellsgrove Care Home owner Somasundaram 
Logathas said he wanted to thank local people 
who had provided much-needed PPE in the 
early months of the pandemic.  
 “We’re now looking forward to the resumption 
of much more normal family visiting,” he said. 
 Vaccination in Surrey has been at very high 
levels, and there’s been much praise for the 
efficiency of the Epsom Racecourse facility.  
  Molebridge practice manager Laura 
Hammond said 90% of their patients aged over 
60 had received a first dose, and she was 
“confident” that all the over-50s would have 
been offered a first jab by the end of March. 

Socially distanced – but not for much longer. Residents of Morley Court pictured in early March.  

Solar plans for 
Fetcham Springs  P.3 

Why the NHS makes 
me so proud        P.11 

Sawmill is facing the 
final cut               P.7 

Fetcham’s very own 
GB ski racer!      P.9     
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A warm welcome to another 20-page FRA Newsletter which highlights the 
work we’re doing on your behalf, and we hope sheds some light on the issues 
which may concern us most in the coming months.  

If our influence is growing, it is because our membership and subscription income is growing too. We are 
at the start of a new subscription year.  So if you like the look of this free magazine delivered to your door, 
can I ask you to return the favour by subscribing to us – for a very modest £5 a year? It’s simply a matter 

of going to our website and following the links.  
  Covid has, of course, cast a long shadow over all our lives, and I think it is fitting that not only do we have tributes to two of 
those from Fetcham who have died, but also a reflection from the Curate of St Mary’s Church, Julie Partridge. I am grateful to her. 
It is also of note that Dr Hilary Floyd, senior partner at the Molebridge practice, played such an important role at regional level as 
Clinical Director of the NHS Seacole Centre at Headley Court.  She writes movingly about her experience on our centre pages.  
  Since our last Newsletter, we have been in dialogue with SES Water over the future of the land at Fetcham Springs. We 
appreciate the way the company has shared its thoughts with us and has also agreed to take part in our Zoom AGM on April 26th.  
I am sure that many of you will have questions you would like to raise.  
  Look out too for Andy Black’s update on the exciting Greenhouse project in Cock Lane on Page 5 and the FRA’s plans to initiate 
a Tree Trail (Page 13) to highlight some of our best trees.  
  The local traders have once again excelled in their advertising support for this Newsletter and I am indebted to them during these 
very difficult times. Our District and County Councillors, who attend our monthly meetings give us great support, and as your 
Chairman, I am in frequent contact with my colleagues in Bookham, Leatherhead and Ashtead about issues which affect us all. 
  Our volunteer committee works on your behalf tirelessly as a great team and I would add my thanks to our Vice Chairmen, 
Richard Bradfield and Ian Anderson for their continued support. We urgently need a Minute Secretary from our April meeting and 
I am sure that there must be a person within Fetcham able to volunteer.  I can be contacted about that, and any other matter, at 
chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk. 
  Finally, a reminder that we make donations to various community causes. With public funding tighter than ever, we would like to 
do more.  But we can only do so if we have the funds from your subscriptions, so for that reason alone please subscribe to us from 
next month.  My thanks to you all, and keep safe during what we hope will be a gradual but secure release from lockdown. 

By Tim Waller 

‘Newsletter’ is published twice a year by the 
Fetcham Residents Association and distributed to 
more than 3,000 households in the Fetcham area. 
 
Editor: Ian Anderson at info@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
Sub-editing: Tim Albert 
Advertising: Tim Waller at 
chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
 
Printed by Peter James Printing Ltd, Shepperton, Middx. 
TW17 8AS 
Distribution by Wanna Be Known 
Copyright: Fetcham Residents Association, 3 Churchill 
Close, Fetcham KT22 9EY 
 
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure editorial 
accuracy. The publisher will not accept liability for any loss or 
damage resulting from errors or omissions,  howsoever caused. 

Notice of FRA Annual General 
Meeting 

26th April, 2021 at 7.30pm 
Agenda, guest speakers and joining 

instructions via ‘Zoom’ will be published 
on the FRA website 

www.fetchamresidents.co.uk 

A busier than ever agenda, in spite of Covid 
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Solar array plans for Fetcham Springs 
SES Water proposals 

-  Not to sell the site for housing 
 
-  Install solar panel generation 
 
-  Power will offset SES energy use  
 
-  SES to be net-zero carbon user 
by 2030 
 
-  Create Education/Visitor Centre 
 
-  Meet ‘Biodiversity Benchmark’ 
standard on parts of the site 
 
-  Carry out ecological surveys 
 
-  Consider more access to the land 

Residents should bear in mind that so far no detailed plans 
have been laid before Mole Valley District Council for 
planning consent, and this still appears to be some way off.  
  But what is clear is that because of the water industry’s net-
zero carbon target, SES now regards the land as a key asset. 
By generating power from a renewable source it will help 
reduce its heavy carbon footprint.  
  In the meantime, SES assures us that it does want to listen to 
residents’ views, and to know what is important to us.  As part 
of that process the FRA has invited Henrietta Stock, the 
company’s energy and carbon manager, to our virtual AGM 
on April 26th (open to all FRA members via Zoom).!!
 Some aspects of the plans you may want to consider include: 
 
-  The quantity and layout of the solar arrays, and how 
their visual impact could be mitigated. 
 
-  The location and size of the suggested Visitor and 
Education Centre, and whether you agree with this at all. 
 
-  How much land would be set aside for wildlife, and if you 
want a new footpath from Raymead Way to the Millpond? 
!
  Expert ecologist Professor Pat Wiltshire commented: “I 
would want to make sure that the wildlife survey work carried 
out on the site prior to any development is not simply a 
desktop exercise, but is a thorough examination of what is 
present on the ground. 
  “There is little doubt that covering the ground (with solar 
panels) will diminish space and light available for plants, and it 
will affect the below-ground fauna and microbiota. But there 
has been so little research carried out that no-one really knows 
the full effect.”  

PATRICK BISGOOD comments: Plenty of land, and (on a good day) plenty of sun. But how many solar  panels does land 
owner SES Water want to install?                                                                 Picture: FRA 
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Waiting for the revised version of the Local Plan 
RICHARD BRADFIELD 
reports on the latest planning 
news in and around Fetcham. 

We are awaiting updates on two major items of interest.  
First, the expected publication in the summer of the redrafted 
Mole Valley Local Plan, with its associated housing 
allocations.  
  Second, the response from government to submissions made 
about its plans for major reform of the planning system -  
contained in the documents Changes to the current planning 
system and Planning for the Future.  Uncertainty remains 
about what development could eventually be proposed in and 
around Fetcham. Sadly, there is uncertainty too about the 
degree to which we residents - and even Mole Valley District 
Council -  will be able to influence the scale and detail of any 
proposals under a reformed planning regime.  
  However, we do expect the redrafted Local Plan to confirm 
that the threat of housing, or sports development, within the 
Fetcham Springs area (between Raymead Way and the Mill 
Pond) has been lifted by recent assurances from SES Water. 
 
  LOCAL GREEN SPACE: The draft Local Plan proposed 
to use this designation to protect the following areas against 
development: Ridgeway Gardens; the Cannon Court, Kennel 
Lane, and Cock Lane Recreational Grounds; and Copperfields  

!
open space. We are preparing supporting and additional 
evidence to show why these open spaces are special. 
 
  COBHAM ROAD: The FRA agreed with and supported 
objections to the proposed development of No 1 Cobham Road, 
due to the overbearing nature of the proposed flats, and access 
issues onto Cobham Road.  The first application was Refused  
and an Appeal against that Refusal was Dismissed. A second 
application, only slightly altered and still considered 
inappropriate by objectors and the FRA, has now also been 
Refused. 
 
  FETCHAM CONSERVATION AREA: The Association is 
supporting objections to the scale and style of a proposed 
development near The Old Street, at No 58 Lower Road. We 
believe the proposal is inappropriate. Although just outside the 
Conservation Area, it is visible from and close to, the beautifully 
restored Salt House and its grounds, which are within the 
Conservation Area. The proposals envisage the demolition of a 
chalet bungalow and the construction of a much larger family 
house on the site. 
 
  TUDOR MOTORS SITE: The conditions attached to the 
planning approval for the development of this site are finally 
expected to be agreed during March. Stonegate Homes have also 
been seeking permission from the council to start demolition 
ahead of the conditions sign-off. By the time you read this, we 
hope that the wrecking crews may have moved in - at last!   
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Give the Greenhouse your ‘Thumbs Up’ 

After passing the crucial milestone of planning 
consent last December, work on the project has entered 
a new phase.  
  There’s much to do, but we’re moving closer to the 
exciting moment when our new Scout HQ and community 
building starts to take shape at the Cock Lane Rec.   
  Right now, our biggest priority is a major grant application 
to Surrey County Council’s community fund – Your Fund 
Surrey. We still have a funding gap of approximately 
£500,000 - having raised almost £1m so far.   
  There’s stiff competition, and we believe The Greenhouse 
has an excellent chance, but you can help too. All we ask is 
that you visit the Your Fund Surrey Portal and give our 
project a ‘Thumbs Up’. We have several hundred already, 
but the more community support we receive, the stronger 
our chances. 
  You can also visit our new website: 
www.greenhousefetcham.org and click the ‘Find Out More’ 
button on the homepage. In the meantime we’re delighted to 
have achieved grants of £30,000 from Mole Valley 
Council’s  Thomas Flack Trust Fund, and the council’s 
Capital Grants programme. We are also applying for funds 
from the Community Infrastructure Levy.!

  With our partners the 1st Fetcham Scout group and St Mary’s 
Church, we are working to raise awareness and encourage 
residents to get involved.  Look out for posters and signs in the 
village, leaflets and further updates online.  Once COVID 
restrictions have relaxed, the project team plans to host in-person 
meetings for the community to discuss the project.  The team is 
very grateful to the FRA and Greenwise for their support with this 
campaign. 
  Detailed discussions continue with MVDC on the terms of the 
lease of the building as well as the requirements of the ultimate 
landowner, Fields in Trust. There is a risk of some delay to the 
process but with a fair wind, we still hope to start building work 
later this year, with completion in 2022.!!

Project Chairman ANDY BLACK updates 
us on this £1.5m community development. 

Individual spacious offices | Glorious grounds | Plentiful parking | Superfast gigabit connection & wi-fi
Dedicated on-site support team | Large meeting rooms | Covid-secure | Video-conferencing

fetchampark.co.uk  |  hello@fetchampark.co.uk  |  01372 371000

Working from home? Make your escape

! " #

The Greenhouse will be much more than a Scout HQ.  As well as a 
main hall, there will be meeting rooms and a café for community use. 
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Be better placed with Patrick Gardner.
Residential sales, lettings, land and new homes.

Creating windows of opportunity

Ashtead: 01372 271880
Bookham: 01372 452207
Dorking: 01306 877775
Leatherhead: 01372 360078
Lettings: 01372 360444
Land & New Homes: 01372 360832

thinking
 

we have the 
complete

mole valley view

 of moving?
thinking

 
we have the 

complete
mole valley view

 of moving?
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- The sawmill business is owned by Surrey Wildlife 
Trust.  The site freehold belongs to Surrey County 
Council.  
 
- Both SWT and SCC claim it is loss making and not 
a ‘core function’ for either organisation. 
 
- Closure is scheduled for March 31st with the loss of 
8 jobs.  SCC has apologised for not giving due 
warning of its decision and has appealed for new 
operators to come forward.   
 
- Sawmill staff and many opponents of closure insist 
the business is making money. 
 
- An online petition to ‘preserve and protect’ the 
sawmill has attracted more than 4,250 signatures. 
The petition remains open until mid-April. 

For Appointments and Information:
M: 07912  948 161

E: maninder_b@hotmail.com
www.footcare4life.co.uk

 Footcare 4 Life
Maninder Bharj Payne

HCPC Registered

C
hi

ro
pody · Callus · Corns · Verruca · In

soles · 
Orthotics

A
 friendly, professional service for all your footcare requir e

m
e

n
ts

Chiropody and Podiatry Clinic 
at Fairfield Medical Centre 

Lower Road, Bookham 
KT23 4DH

Sawmill faces threat of shutdown 

Volunteers say ‘closure will 
destroy years of good work’  

Why is the Norbury Sawmill at risk? 

Norbury Sawmill volunteers Tom Kirby (left) and Thiew Tan (right) 

The Norbury Park Sawmill has existed for decades in 
harmony with its woodland environment, barely noticed 
by many passing walkers. 
  But out of this modest workshop comes a whole host of 
hand-crafted outdoor wood products. Customers include the 
Royal Parks, the Royal Horticultural Society, the National 
Trust, Countryside Parks, and Surrey County Council.  
  Items include benches and seats, picnic tables, field gates 
and information boards. Made from English wood, such as 
oak, red cedar and larch, it’s likely that you have sat on one 
of these benches at a park near you! 
  The sawmill is an under-recognised community asset and a 
shining example of sustainable craftsmanship. Using 
sustainable timber, sourced regionally, gives it a low 
transport carbon footprint, and there is hardly any waste 
because remaining wood is used on site to make charcoal.  
  In collaboration with local schools and colleges the sawmill 
provides employment, apprenticeships and work experience. 
  It also offers volunteering opportunities, especially for 
retirees. There is much to applaud, and with added 
imagination the sawmill could become the heartbeat of 
Norbury Park. Commercially, the order books have never 
been fuller, despite Covid restrictions.      
  We believe the sawmill is the perfect example of a forward-
thinking enterprise: a sustainable and profitable operation 
with a responsible social and environmental ethos, well 
placed to promote British craftsmanship.  
  Closing it will at a stroke destroy years of good work 
establishing a community asset that is both sustainable and 
valued. Nothing beats a handmade item crafted from an 
organic resource.  
 

By TOM KIRBY and THIEW TAN 
Sawmill Volunteers 
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Oakfield: How we have 
been coping with Covid 
 
By Debbie Willemse, Headteacher 
The last year in education has been the strangest we 
have ever experienced, and hopefully ever will.  
  We have become used to new guidance every couple 
of weeks, but over the past year it has been arriving 
almost on a daily basis, often changed after it was 
published with a demand for immediate implementation. 
  The most significant change was remaining open for 
about a third of our pupils while moving to remote 
learning for the rest. Staff, pupils and parents embraced 
this new way of learning and developed incredible IT 
skills.   
  We have been so grateful for the support of parents, 
many of whom have been wrestling with combining 
home schooling with all the other family challenges that 
the pandemic has brought.  
  Staff went above and beyond to ensure that pupils in 
the school were fed, had access to our remote learning 
offer, and were given the emotional support they 
needed. 
 We are incredibly proud of our pupils who have 
demonstrated great resilience and commitment towards 
their learning, whether this has been in school or at 
home.  

Abi Bruce shows the way 
for U-21 GB in Bansko 
Fetcham can boast a new 
young sports star in the 
shape of twenty-year-old Abi 
Bruce, from Hazel Way.  
  Abi represented Great Britain 
this month at the Alpine World 
Junior Ski Championships in 
Bansko, Bulgaria. 
  Abi’s mum Heather Bruce 
picks up the story: 
 “With a ranking of 46 in the 
first race, giant slalom, she had 
an exceptional first run 
finishing 22nd, and finished 
21st overall. This was the best 
finish by a GB female in giant 
slalom at the World Junior 
Championships since Chemmy 
Alcott in 2002! 
 “Abi now has her sights set on 
improving her ranking this 
season and competing in the 
Europa and World Cups next 
season.”  Best of luck to her! 

Abi Bruce, and (below) at Bansko 
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Laurette Jackson, March 26th 
1954 – March 30th 2020 

Andrew Jackson writes: A loving, kind 
woman and mother whose heart 
admitted everyone. Her quiet, humble 
nature belied her inner strength. She 
delighted in life's simple pleasures: 
summer, flowers, the smiles she gave 
us. Laurette lived in and around 
Fetcham for much of her life, settling 
here in the 1980s to start her family.  
She worked as a lunchtime supervisor 
at Oakfield school, where her gentle 
presence will be missed.!!
  She was a faithful and devoted 
member of St Mary's Church Ladies' 
Bible Study group. She was also a keen 
singer and member of local choir 
Soundbytes. Those who knew Laurette 
were as blessed as she was. The world 
is quieter for the loss of her voice. 
Loved and missed by her children, 
Andrew and Louise. 

 
May Webb, 28th August 1925 –       

20th May 2020 
Claire Corben writes: May lived in 
Hilley Field Lane for 62 years. In her 
later years she moved first to Southey 
Court and then to The Beeches, where 
sadly she succumbed to Covid. May 
was a skilled dressmaker, having 
trained under Norman Hartnell. When 
her sight became too poor for sewing 
she still managed to carry on knitting 
mostly for good causes. 
  I got to know May in the late 1970s 
when we both worked at Ronsons. We 
miss her kindness, helpfulness and 
friendship. She had two sons, two 
grand-daughters and a great-grandchild. 
If you would like to place a tribute in our 
next issue to someone who has died of 
Covid, contact info@fetchamresidents.co.uk 

Tributes to local 
lives lost!

In these sad and difficult times, 
it is hard, if not impossible, to 
find someone who has not lost a 
relative, friend or colleague to 
this dreadful virus.  Our country 
has not experienced loss like this 
since the Second World War.  
  There is always the danger when 
there is a massive loss of life to think 
only of the numbers. And yet, of 
course, these are not just numbers, 
they are real people. And some of 
them lived in our own community.  
  Grief in itself is normal, but the 
times we are going through are 
anything but. We are fighting an 
enemy we cannot see who preys on 
the most vulnerable.  It prevents us 
from being with those we love at the 
time we long to be with them. 
 
“Somehow we learn to live in  

a new and different way” 
 
   It stops us from gathering by their 
bedside to say our goodbyes, and it 
stops us from being able to gather in 
large numbers to honour them and pay 
our respects at funerals and memorial 
services. 
  During lockdown, many people have 
experienced the added pain of 
grieving alone. They have not been 
hugged, they have not been allowed to 
welcome friends and family to sit and  
share the pain that grief brings. For 
those who have experienced the pain !

Finding a ‘new normal’ 

of losing a loved one, whether through 
Covid-19 or other reasons, life is never 
the same, but somehow, we learn to 
live in a new and different way – 
perhaps a ‘new normal’.  
  As we near the Easter weekend, 
watching the signs of new life 
springing up all around us, we are 
reminded that the message of Easter is 
one of hope and new life. Through the 
pain and grief of Good Friday, we 
celebrate the joy and hope of Easter 
Sunday.   
  As we take our first tentative steps 
out of lockdown, eager to gather again 
and to celebrate the joy of being 
together, may we take a moment to 
remember those who will not be 
joining our celebrations and the 
families who wonder if they will ever 
feel joy again.  
  May those who grieve know the love 
of God who walks with them, so that 
they too can journey from their own 
pain-filled Good Friday, to the hope-
filled comfort of an Easter Sunday.!

St Mary’s 
Curate JULIE 
PARTRIDGE 
reflects on 
dealing with 
our sense of 
loss and finds hope in the 
message of Easter.  

!

Last March, PAUL 
BARKER set up the 
volunteer network 
Community 
Coronavirus Care.  
At Christmas, he 

himself fell ill with the virus.  

I think at the start of the illness I realised 
that Covid had varying degrees of 
severity. For some it was deadly, and for 
the ‘lucky’ ones their illness was short 
lived, and relatively symptom free. 
  Looking back over my own experience, 
I’d say I was probably somewhere in 
between. I was fortunate to avoid 
hospital, so I feel thankful, but I had a  

severe case of Covid as despite falling 
ill on Boxing Day, it’s still affecting 
me today. 
  I feel quite tired most days and often 
short of breath. That said, I am over 
the worst compared to where I was, 
and I am thankful for that. But my 
journey back to full health may take 
some time, as it will for many others. 
  I would like to express my gratitude 
to everyone who has supported myself 
and my son during my illness. To 
friends, neighbours, and even 
complete strangers from the village 
who did shopping, made and 
delivered meals, I am very grateful, 
and it was truly heartwarming.  
  Your kindness, love and support will 
never be forgotten.  
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My year on the 
virus frontline 
Molebridge Senior Partner Dr HILARY 
FLOYD tells us about her role in the pandemic 
– as a GP and later as a doctor helping some of 
the most severely ill get back on their feet.  

was operational.  In a year of sadness and 
tragedy it gave us hope and optimism.   
Those attending for vaccination are 
happy, positive and incredibly grateful; 
many of the older ones haven’t left home 
in almost a year.  

  But one positive we can take from the 
past twelve months is the recognition that 
we all need our family and friends. We 
must also remember those who died, 
those who lost their loved ones, and NHS 
colleagues who were just doing the job 
they trained for, and loved to do. 
  I don’t think we will ever return to life 
as it was before COVID and I am sure 
that health care will be different.  
  For me, I am proud to be part of the 
NHS. COVID definitely brought people 
together to work as one for a common 
goal. Seacole is due to close and I can 
return to general practice at Molebridge, 
see more of my family, continue the 
vaccination service and find new 
projects. I’m also daring to hope for 
another week away in the sun.   

Early last year I returned relaxed 
and restored from a week of 
winter sun, but life was about to 
be turned upside down.  
  Before I had even unpacked, I learnt 
that hospitals were being emptied in 
readiness for Coronavirus patients 
requiring beds and ventilators. Schools 
were scrapped, commuting was 
cancelled, freedom was frozen. This 
was Lockdown 1. 
  At Molebridge Practice consultations 
went virtual and we scrambled to 
source more headsets and adjust to a 
new way of working. Everyone donned 
masks, aprons, gloves and visors. Hand 
gel appeared everywhere.   
  By late March, we had opened a ‘hot 
hub’ at Leatherhead so we could try to 
keep symptomatic patients out of 
circulation with the public. Soon after, I 
was humbled to be asked to assume the 
role of Clinical Director to Headley 
Court (formerly the MOD rehab 
facility) which was re-opening as a 
COVID rehabilitation facility – the 
NHS Seacole Centre.  

  It was derelict and deserted, but the 
team came together quickly and within 
35 days, we were ready. 
  We started to receive patients and I’ll 
admit we didn’t know what to expect. 
Most of them were aged between 45 
and 60. They arrived on stretchers, they 
couldn’t turn themselves over in bed or 
sit in a chair. They had severe fatigue, 
nightmares, hallucinations, and fear for 
their future. They hadn’t seen their 
loved ones for months. 
  They started to heal, thanks to simple 
pleasures like being taken outside, at 
first in wheelchairs. They took in the  

sights and smells of the vegetable plots, 
the sensory garden and our new friends 
on the duck pond. Some cried when they 
felt the sunshine on their face. They 
started to find a sense of peace, hope and 
wellbeing. Every single one managed to 
walk out of Seacole independently, or 
with a stick. COVID cases were 
declining and we hoped things would 
start to return to normal. As we now 
know, this was not to be.   
  As we moved into October, cases were 

increasing and at Seacole we started to 
see more patients.  NHS staff started to 
worry about how they would cope with 
the fatigue and long hours that were 
ahead of us again. 
  The demand seemed relentless and the 
hospitals had no choice but to dig deep. 
Then, in the second week in December, 
hope came over the horizon! I had 
scheduled a week’s leave for a much-
needed break, but it never happened.  
  The vaccine arrived and I found myself 
setting up the vaccination centre at 
Epsom Racecourse. Within two weeks, it 

“Patients had nightmares, 
hallucinations and fear for 

their future.” 

Dr Floyd at the Seacole rehabilitation centre – set to close this spring. 

“The demand seemed relentless 
and the hospitals had no choice 

but to dig deep.” 

“I don’t think we will ever 
return to life as it was before 

COVID.  I am sure that health 
care will be different.” 

Right: 
Newly 
recruited 
staff at 
the NHS 
Seacole 
Centre 
early last 
summer. 
 
 
 
 
Pictures: 
Hilary 
Floyd 
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Follow the trail to our finest trees 

This London Plane tree on the Cobham Road is 
one of many beautiful and interesting trees on a 
walking trail being set up by the Fetcham 
Residents Association. 
  Every specimen on the Tree Trail will be labelled, with 
a QR code linking it to the FRA website, where specific 
information about each tree can be found.   
  The Cobham Road Plane is just beyond the junction 
with Lower Road. Its most distinctive feature is the 
flaky bark that peels off in sections to shed pollution. 
This enables it to thrive in heavily polluted areas. 
  The lower trunk of this tree has become swollen and 
gnarled, so to see the typical bark pattern you will have 
to look up at the branches. 
  In summer it has maple-like leaves and later round 
spiky brown fruit that dangle on long stalks and last 
throughout the winter. It provides dappled shade, which 
makes it a popular tree for city centres. There are fine 
examples in London’s Berkeley and Grosvenor Squares. 
  The London plane tree grows twice as fast as an oak 

tree, so although 
this one is more 
than 4 metres 
round it is 
probably no 
more than 180 
years old. There 
is another large 
one on the 
corner of The 
Street and 
School Lane 
outside Fetcham 
Infants School.  

  The tree is an introduced hybrid between the American 
sycamore and the Oriental plane. Another hybrid 
introduced to Fetcham is box elder.  
  Other introduced (but non-hybrid) trees in the area 
include horse chestnut, apple, Atlas cedar, acacia and 
sycamore. There are also many native trees, such as 
English oak, field maple, beech, hawthorn, hornbeam, 
rowan, wild service tree, willow, lime, silver birch, 
whitebeam and yew.  
  I would like to thank my FRA colleagues, Caroline 
Cardew-Smith, who first had the Tree Trail idea, and 
Richard Bradfield, who is developing a Tree Trail map 
for the FRA website.  We hope this will be available 
later this year.  
If you have any information on Fetcham trees, or would 
like to nominate one for the trail, please email: 
fetchamtreetrail@gmail.com 

The magnificent London Plane on the Cobham Road which will feature in   
the Fetcham Tree Trail later this year.                    Picture: Betty Williams 

The village has many specimen trees, which 
too often go unnoticed.  FRA Tree Warden 
BETTY WILLIAMS has a plan to put that  
right – the Fetcham Tree Trail. 
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For our full mouth watering menu and details about our  Deli and Catering team please pop into the shop, go online or call us...

01372 878828     |     www.williamdyerbutchers.co.uk     |     244 Cobham Rd, Fetcham, Leatherhead KT22 

We hand make all our ready meals and pies in our award winning kitchen. Our recipes are tried 
and tested by our Head Chef and his team, using fresh and locally sourced ingredients.
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PROUD WINNERS OF THE GREAT TASTE AWARDS
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Changing the way you see lawyers. 

 01372 454 791   palmers@qualitysolicitors.com  www.qualitysolicitors.com/palmers

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY SOLICITORS
We off er a range of legal services and are always happy to 
have a chat to off er impartial, friendly, jargon free advice.
• Wills and Probate
• Family law  

• Housing and Property
• Employment Law

• Disputes
• Commercial Property

QualitySolicitors
Palmers

FRA aims for a bigger say on 
roads and transport planning 

Cash machine alert 
!
Earlier this month police removed 
a device which was attached to the 
cash machine outside Sainsbury’s 
in the Cobham Road. 
 It’s a reminder that although many 
of us have stopped using cash during 
the pandemic, cash machine scams 
are not things of the past. 
 Police advise: “Always look closely 
at the card insertion point of a cash 
machine before using it. If it looks 
like it may have been tampered with, 
do not use it.” 
 Fraud via cold telephone calls and 
emails remains widespread. For the 
latest information on current scams, 
and advice if you think you are a 
victim, go to the Police Action Fraud 
website www.actionfraud.police.uk 

Litter Picks Update 
Patty Harrison writes: I will 
email you when I have new 
dates. To join my list, email 
patty@xclent.co.uk Thank you.!

Would you like to have a bigger say 
over the maintenance of Fetcham’s 
roads, footpaths and public transport?  
 The FRA thinks we should, which is why 
we are putting together our first ever 
Transport Strategy document.  
  Our committee regularly voices 
residents’ concerns about potholes, 
flooded footpaths and bus routes in our 
meetings with district and county 
councillors. 
  But the first time that the FRA often 
hears about an upcoming road scheme is 
just a week or two beforehand.    
  A very expensive (and welcome) 
resurfacing project has just been 
completed on Hawks Hill - carried out by 
Surrey County Council Highways.  
But at no stage in the run up to work 
starting was the FRA consulted - on for 
example, measures designed to make 
cycling safer, crossing easier for 
pedestrians, or to reduce the speed of 
traffic.  

  The FRA’s Highways Lead Martin 
David said:  “The FRA fully accepts that 
resources are limited and difficult 
decisions have to be made over where 
improvements are directed. However, if 
we can ensure that the agencies involved 
are listening to what matters to Fetcham 
people, there is more chance of successful 
outcomes being reached. This could be 
about feeding into road maintenance 
plans, or promoting cycling and walking.” 

Night-working to re-surface Hawks Hill. 



!

GREAT ADULT TENNIS!
Individual Coaching | Beginners Courses

Return to Tennis Programme | Team Play 
Club Sessions | Regular Social Events

Call Trudy on 07779 674118 or visit our website

GREAT JUNIOR TENNIS !
Full programme for ages 4 -17

1 2 1 & Group Coaching |  Tournaments 
Holiday Camps | Junior Club Social Sessions

Call Andy on 07971 151411 or visit our website

Come and Play at…
Leatherhead Tennis Club

Click here for website

Cannon Grove 
Fetcham

KT22 9LH
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New volunteers pick up their 
trowels for Brighter Fetcham 

COME VIEW OUR NEW GARDEN ROOM AT OUR FETCHAM SHOWROOM  
TP IMPROVEMENTS 

81 THE STREET, FETCHAM, SURREY, KT22 9RD

T: 01372 203040    W: WWW.TPIMPROVEMENTS.COM  E: INFO@TPIMPROVEMENTS.CO.UK

WE SPECIALISE IN:
✓ WINDOWS
✓ EXTERIOR FRONT, BACK & SIDE DOORS
✓ SLIDING & BI-FOLDING DOORS
✓ ORANGERIES
✓ SKYROOMS 
✓ CONSERVATORIES
✓ GARDEN ROOMS
✓ LANTERN ROOFS
✓ FLAT ROOF LIGHTS
✓ CLADDING
✓ JULIET BALCONIES
✓ FASCIA & SOFFITS

We carry out work for Residential and Commercial 
properties in the Surrey, London & Sussex area.

Ann Jones at Penrose Parade 

 Nina Reid in River Lane.  Pictures: Sylvia Oliver 

The Brighter Fetcham 
team has two new recruits 
after a successful appeal in 
last autumn’s Newsletter. 
  Nina Reid has volunteered to 
tend the planters at the junction 
of River Lane and Cobham 
Road, and Ann Jones has taken 
on the planters at the Penrose 
Parade shops. 
  Sylvia Oliver, who runs the 
Brighter Fetcham team with 
Margaret Clarke, said she was 
delighted that Nina and Ann 
had decided to step forward.  
  The FRA provides all the 
plants and compost.  
 Sylvia is now looking forward 
to the spring planting season, 
and once again renewing the!

displays in the large planters at the 
main village shops.  
  So if you are down at the shops (when 
all of them open up again) spare a 
thought for their efforts.  
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A look back at… the broken promise 

of Fetcham Station 
Local historian ALAN POOLEY explains 
how 1930s building plans could have left 
Fetcham with a rather different layout. 

Right: 
Advertising from 
c1931 assuring 
prospective 
buyers that trains 
would be 
stopping within 
months at 
Fetcham Station.  
The 4-bed homes 
were on sale for 
a mere £885. 

In the years leading up to the Second World 
War, Fetcham - without Green Belt and 
other planning restrictions - was a hunting 
ground for housing developers. 
  From the late 1920s there was a considerable 
increase in house building and a growing demand 
for local shops. This was encouraged by plans 
(below) for a railway station and a shopping area 
around a new link road from the railway bridge. 
  The Southern Railway agreed to provide a new 
station if potential traffic receipts were favourable 
and any developer would part fund it. !
  The new shopping centre would include side 
roads, a public house, a petrol station and a  
somewhat hazardous station access from close to 
the bridge (now occupied by two properties, built 
in 1953). 
  In 1927 land on both sides of the railway line was 
sold. A subsequent advertisement for a Monks 
Green Estate on the north side stated that the 
station “will, we are assured, be in operation 
between July and September this year.”  
  But no agreement was reached and the only new 
road built at the time was the lower, wider length of 
what is now Warenne Road. 
  A few years later Fetcham started to get its new 
village shops anyway. Soon after The Parade was 
completed,  a Mr Neil built Orchard Close and !
!

Below:  
The station 
planned to the  
west of the rail 
bridge over the 
Cobham Road 
with a new road 
and shops to the 
south.  

Orchard Parade. Other shops opened up in Cannon 
Grove in 1936 and Sunmead Parade in 1937. 
  Shamrock Stores opened up on the site of the present 
Fetcham Tandoori restaurant as a general store and 
tea room, and later a Wavy Line grocer, open on 
Sundays for such products that the law then permitted. 
  Another development was by Allan Ansell of Elmer  
who in 1931 bought 189 acres of land around and 
including the Home Farm House and the barn. As part 
of the Lodge Estate Development, he proceeded to 
separate the part between Fetcham Lodge and Cock 
Lane into individual building plots, 30ft by 200ft. In 
1933 they were selling for £90.   
  Houses and bungalows were also starting to be built 
down The Street and round into “Bypass Road”, now 
Warenne Road. 
  Part of the Monks Green Estate land on the South 
side of the line, was donated in 1929 to the National 
Playing Fields Association, which is now the Cock 
Lane recreation ground.  
  Whilst traffic in and through Fetcham is 
considerably lighter because of the Covid-19 
restrictions, this is bound to increase later this year 
back towards 2019 levels. The problem area with 
present day parking is the junction of the Street and 
Cobham Road where a mini-roundabout has replaced 
the original triangle. 
  Would we be better off if the Fetcham Station 
proposal had gone ahead? On balance, I think not. In 
the 1930s most people walked, or went to a station by 
bus, but now they tend to travel by car. Where would 
they all have parked? 



!

  Membership                                                                                                                                       Page 19 

AND FINALLY – a word on subscription: 
If you have enjoyed reading our Newsletter – please remember to JOIN or RENEW 
your subscription at www.fetchamresidents.co.uk    Subs fall due on April 1st. 

And here are more reasons why we would like you to support us: 
 
PLANNING: We look at all incoming planning applications to Mole Valley District Council.  We even log them on 
our website.  If you have an objection to an application near you, we may be able to help.  
 
ENVIRONMENT: We have been making detailed submissions to Mole Valley District Council over its strategic 
Local Plan process.  We will continue to lobby to make sure that green space is protected.   
 
COUNCILLOR CONTACT: Did you know that all six of Fetcham’s District and 
County Councillors regularly attend our monthly committee meetings?  We can question 
them directly about issues such as anti-social behaviour, roads and planning. 
 
DONATIONS:  With a larger membership we can make donations to local causes.  Last 
year we gave money to both Fetcham schools, the local food bank, and made Christmas 
gifts to Bellsgrove Care Home and the Meeting Room. 
 
EVENTS:  Our events team organises the Christmas Tree and lights in the village centre.  
In most years we stage a Christmas Fair, with a Santa’s Grotto for the children. 
 
BRIGHTER FETCHAM:  Our volunteers maintain at least 20 planters around the village, providing colour 
throughout the year.  
 

A cheque presented by the 
FRA last year to Fetcham 
Infants School. 

To find out about volunteering with us email: Chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
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