
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman’s Report from Tim Waller for the FRA 2021 AGM 

I am delighted to welcome you all to our zoom AGM this year which as I write this report is 
both tinged with sadness and enthusiasm. With sadness, in that on Easter Monday we 
have lost to cancer, Linda Tippelt who was a great stalwart both for her work on the 
committee and in her activities within the Local community. With enthusiasm, in the 
knowledge that thanks to the work by all Committee members and a flourishing 
Membership list, we can look forward to supporting our Local schools and businesses at a 
higher level. 

The Community faces increased challenges during the coming year with question marks 
over the future of the land at Fetcham Springs, maintaining the vibrancy of our village 
centre, a planning regime which is likely to be weighed even more heavily in favour of 
development/infilling, and unexpected events such as the uncertainty now hanging over 
the Norbury Park sawmill. 

1. FRA Governance 

In particular the Association’s Website and our Communications, both within the 
committee and with the Members, together with our Membership initiatives.  

Our two Vice Chairmen, Richard Bradfield and Ian Anderson, together with our local IT 
firm Tekmate, have re-vamped all aspects of the website to make it both very informative 
and user-friendly. This upgrade has greatly improved our communication with our 
members and with the local community as a whole. Updates on the website and social 
media are being posted on a daily basis. As Chairman I would like to thank Ian Anderson 
(IA), Richard Bradfield (RB) and Dan Phillips (DP) for their significant inputs during the 
past 12 months. IA and RB have provided more detailed information on both 
Communications/Media and Planning respectively in separate reports to you. 

2. Membership. 

During the past 12 months great strides have been made in the development of our 
membership and Sue Joyce as our Membership Secretary has doubled our membership 
numbers during the past twelve months - great credit to Sue for all her efforts. 

Our objective is still to achieve membership of at least 50% of the Residents of 
Fetcham.  The monies raised will help us give more support to projects and good causes 
within the village.  It remains the case however that Membership levels are quite low in 
several roads, so Sue has re-instigated Road Stewards to help raise our profile and win 
new members. Of course, that has not been possible under current Covid restrictions. 

 



3. The Committee 

After three years of excellent service Phyllis Avory has decided to stand down as our 
Minute Secretary - many thanks to you Phyllis for your commitment during your time with 
us. I am delighted to welcome back to take over these duties Marion Docherty, who many 
of the Committee will recall her time as our highly organised Secretary during Susanne’s 
period as Chairman. 

I welcome Geoff Corbett and Frazer Thouard to our committee. Frazer will act as our 
Community Projects Liaison member. 

I would like to record my grateful thanks to all the committee for their support during the 
past twelve months and appropriately to name them with their responsibilities: 

Honorary Vice Chairman Richard Bradfield - our lead on all matters relating to planning 
and Website co-ordinator; 

Honorary Vice Chairman Ian Anderson - our Media and Newsletter editor; 

Honorary Treasurer and Local Historian - Alan Pooley; 

Sue Joyce - Membership Secretary; 

Marion Doherty - Minute Secretary; 

Sara Gyngell - Village Events; 

Betty Williams - Tree Warden, maintenance of verges; 

Patrick Bisgood - Norbury Park/Fetcham Springs Liaison and assists on Planning in 
respect of Tree applications; 

Patty Harrison - All matters Environmental and our Litter Pick organiser; 

Mark Robinson - Notice Boards/Brighter Fetcham; 

Sylvia Oliver/Margaret Clarke - Brighter Fetcham, ensuring the Planters are maintained in 
the Village, and liaison work with our Local Traders; 

Dan Phillips - Social Media/Website with Richard Bradfield and Ian Anderson; 

James Fairclough - Honorary Solicitor; 

Barry Jones - Accounts examiner; 

Caroline Cardew-Smith - Founder of the Friends of the River Mole and our local 
representative within the Leatherhead and District Countryside Protection Society; 

Martin David - Highways/ Footpaths 

Our Surrey and District Councillors have attended the majority of our monthly meetings 
and our President Tim Hall - Surrey County Councillor gives good advice on many issues 
that affect the Local Community. 



4. The past 12 months 

A. The Local Plan 

In particular, the Local Plan process has highlighted the concern in the community that the 
undeveloped land at Fetcham Springs, between Cobham Road and the railway line, is 
protected and enhanced for the public good.  The FRA is now committed to doing all it can 
to support these efforts. 

The Association is also deeply concerned at the weight of development planned for the 
north of the district, much of it on Green Belt land, which will severely impact our already 
stretched infrastructure. The next stage of the process is due to be revealed in June this 
year, and we will continue to monitor the process closely.  All this work has been in 
addition to the ongoing monitoring of all planning applications as they arise. 

B. I am pleased to see the continuation of the progress at the Molebridge GP practice in 
Fetcham which was taken over by new partners last summer.  The Practice now enjoys 
the financial backing of the Epsom and St Helier Hospital Trust, and the surgery has been 
refurbished and open Monday- Friday each week. 

C. I am delighted (as mentioned above) with the progress undertaken on our Membership 
subscriptions, and the action taken on our website.  We were also pleased once again to 
host a somewhat reduced Christmas event in the village, and I would like to thank our 
traders for their support. 

D. We have been lobbying continually on the state of our roads in Fetcham, and with our 
Councillors, achieved the speed zoning in Bell and School Lanes with associated bumps 
to slow traffic in an area where children are walking to and from our village 
schools.  Hawks Hill has also been resurfaced. 

E. The failure of developers to make progress on rebuilding the Tudor Motors site 
continues to be a drag on the trading prospects in the village.  We will continue to lobby 
the council and the owners of the site for a resolution. It is understood that all matters 
precedent to the planning consent in December 2019 have now been resolved. 

F. Newsletter 

Under the management and guidance of our editor Ian Anderson, the bi-annual Newsletter 
goes from strength to strength to much acclaim from our residents. I am sure that this 
presently 20-page edition contributes substantially to our growing Membership levels and I 
congratulate Ian on the professional appearance and content of what can now be called a 
magazine. I must add my profound thanks to local businesses and Mole Valley Chamber 
for their financial support during the past 12 months. 

 

 



5. Covid-19 

There continues to be an amazing community response to the crisis caused by this 
disease and we are doing our best to play our part. We are using our website to update 
our residents on help and services available locally, including the services being offered by 
our village traders. 

We have also been delighted to make cash donations to the local volunteer help group 
Community Coronavirus Care, and to Mid Surrey Community Fridges. As our membership 
subscriptions have grown, so has our ability to increase extra support during the past year 
to both our village schools with cash donations to assist with further book purchases, and 
before Christmas to provide computer tablets to the Bellsgrove Care Home so residents 
isolated by Covid could make video calls to friends and family. 

6. The next twelve months. 

In these challenging times we require more input to our existing Committee structure in 
order to spread the work around the Committee. 

I expect for the foreseeable future to continue with Zoom Committee meetings and the 
Committee needs your help to communicate effectively with ALL our Fetcham residents. 

Meanwhile, we will continue to push forward with our priorities of growing our membership, 
and making sure that our voice and lobby is heard on the matters that affect our quality of 
life, such as planning, roads, environment and health. The more income received from 
Membership subscriptions, the more the Committee can spend on good causes within the 
Fetcham Community. 

In conclusion, I would again like to take this opportunity of thanking every member of the 
Committee for their support, input and ideas and I look forward to representing our 
Community, if elected during the next 12 months. 

Keep safe and well. 

Tim Waller 

Chairman, Fetcham Residents Association 


