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Inside: 

Serving our community 
The FRA has presented Community 
Awards to recognise two individuals 
who have made outstanding local 
contributions since the start of the 
Covid crisis. 
In March, Paul Barker, of Cannon Grove, 
founded Community Coronavirus  Care. In a 
matter of weeks it drew in dozens of 
volunteers who were able to deliver badly 
needed help to some of the most vulnerable 
people in our community. 
CCC is based on a helpline (0800 3077111) 
which is still very much in operation, with 
volunteers carrying out everyday tasks, or 
simply giving some time to talk to people 
feeling isolated by the pandemic. 
Tyrone Patterson is proprietor of Greenwise,  

the independent greengrocer and café in 
Fetcham village. He began delivering fresh 
food boxes in the village and his store became 
a lifeline for many people who were unable, 
or too fearful, to shop at the big supermarkets.  
“It’s been challenging,” says Tyrone. “ We 
needed to meet demand,  people were stuck at 
home and needed the basics. But we now have 
a thriving online business which we didn’t 
have before.” 
                     Inspired 
 
Paul Barker says he was inspired to offer help 
locally in the aftermath of Storm Dennis 
which struck in mid-February causing much 
disruption. He helped an elderly resident who 
had answered his offer of help on Facebook.                                       
(continues on P.5) 

FRA donates to 
local schools    P.5 

FRA Community Award winners: Tyrone Patterson (left) and Paul Barker (right) after they were 
presented with Francis Frith prints of old Fetcham by our Chairman Tim Waller. 

Fetcham’s hidden 
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The top health tips 
this winter     P.10 

America by bus - 50 
years on           P.13 
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Welcome to our 20-page Autumn Newsletter, which reflects a very 
busy and in many ways historic six months in our community.  I would 
like to thank our local traders, who despite all their present difficulties, 

have once again made this publication possible with their strong advertising support.  
As usual, this edition is being delivered free to all households in Fetcham – that’s more than 3,000 

homes. Not all of you reading this will be subscribers to the FRA.  But if you like what you see, and want to support the work that 
the volunteer members of the FRA are doing on your behalf, can I ask you to consider subscribing to us?  It’s very easy to do via 
our website, and we simply ask for a minimum of £5 per household per year. 
All of our funds and efforts are devoted to enhancing Fetcham as a place to live, protecting our environment and giving a strong 
voice to our community.  We are in constant dialogue with decision-making bodies. The more members we have the louder our 
voice becomes, along with our ability to help deserving causes. 
As you can see from our front page, I was proud last month to present our Community Awards to both Paul Barker of Community 
Coronavirus Care and to Tyrone Patterson of Greenwise,  in recognition of their outstanding contributions over the past seven 
months. On the same day in October we gave cheques of £500 each to both Oakfield and Fetcham Infants Schools to enable more 
books to be purchased for the pupils. Both schools have suffered from the additional costs placed upon them by the pandemic. 
On the opposite page we highlight the possible changes to planning law, and our Vice Chairman Richard Bradfield (who monitors 
every Fetcham planning application) gives his assessment of what we are facing. 
One of our major concerns is to act on residents’ undoubted wishes to safeguard the land at Fetcham Springs. This is featured on 
Page 7, and it’s very interesting to read there is apparently much more wildlife value within this site than initially meets the eye.  
On our centre pages we highlight the welcome transformation which is under way at Fetcham’s GP surgery, the Molebridge 
Practice, which is in partnership with the Epsom and St Helier Hospital Trust. It may be a good time to give them a try.  
My grateful thanks to the Committee and Vice Chairmen for their hard work, but we always welcome fresh thinking and 
enthusiasm.  So if you would like to contribute please contact me. We certainly require more administrative support at present, 
and people who can help with writing for our website and our Newsletter. I can be contacted on chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
on issues that you may wish to discuss both now and in the future. Keep safe. 

Chairman’s letter 
By Tim Waller 
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Planning law proposals fuel 
uncertainty over Local Plan 

- Next draft of Mole Valley’s Local Plan 
delayed until 2021. 

- Government proposes new housing 
targets. Mole Valley’s may go up from 
7,700 to 9,570 homes by mid-2030s. 

- Government proposes shake-up of 
planning law framework to ‘streamline’ 
system. 

- Case-by-case scrutiny replaced by zones. 
- Land could be designated for ‘growth, 

renewal, or protection’.  Applications in 
growth areas may be granted ‘automatic’ 
approval. 

Main changes since March 

In March a large majority of residents objected to Green Belt development The FRA’s Richard Bradfield 
assesses the recent proposals.  

The devil will be in the detail of the proposed reform of 
planning law and in quite how land might end up being 
designated for growth, renewal, or protection.  
Perhaps the most contentious element of the proposed 
‘Changes to the current planning system’ is the reform of 
the Government’s method of assessing housing need. The new 
‘standard method’ is based upon a blend of household 
projections and housing stock, which would then be adjusted 
for market price factors, current affordability and changes over 
the previous 10 years in affordability. All of which is rolled up 
into what is being described by critics, including our own 
Councillors, as a “mutant algorithm”. 
Mole Valley’s (already challenging) housing need target may  
increase from 7,700 to 9,570 new homes between 2020 and 
2035. The “consultation” on these reforms closed on October 
1, so the Government’s response to the criticisms is awaited.  
The consultation on ‘Planning for the Future’ closed on 
October 29.  These proposals seek to ‘streamline’ the delivery 
of the target numbers of new homes in designated Growth 
Areas by providing automatic ‘Outline Approval’ for specific 
types of development. Elsewhere, areas designated for 
‘Renewal’ would be subject to some densification, via infilling 
and high(er) rise building; with only Protected zones being  
areas where development is restricted.  The identification, 
designation and extent of these three categories, within and 
around Fetcham’s boundaries, will be crucial. Particularly with 
the pressure from Government on Mole Valley to deliver its 
targets somewhere, and somehow. 
Meanwhile, the absence of a Local Plan encourages speculative 
applications. And more relaxed regulations in future may delay 
the building out of approved applications - if there is the 
prospect of a less constrained scheme. A certain prominent site 
in the centre of Fetcham’s retail area comes to mind. !!!
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For our full mouth watering menu and details about our  Deli and Catering team please pop into the shop, go online or call us...

01372 878828     |     www.williamdyerbutchers.co.uk     |     244 Cobham Rd, Fetcham, Leatherhead KT22 

We hand make all our ready meals and pies in our award winning kitchen. Our recipes are tried 
and tested by our Head Chef and his team, using fresh and locally sourced ingredients.
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PROUD WINNERS OF THE GREAT TASTE AWARDS

VISIT US AT:
TP IMPROVEMENTS 

81 THE STREET, FETCHAM, SURREY, KT22 9RD

T: 01372 203040    W: WWW.TPIMPROVEMENTS.COM  E: INFO@TPIMPROVEMENTS.CO.UK

WE SPECIALISE IN:

✓ EXTERIOR FRONT & BACK DOORS
✓ SLIDING & BI-FOLD DOORS
✓ WINDOWS
✓ ORANGERIES, SKYROOMS & 

CONSERVATORIES
✓ LANTERN ROOF & FLAT ROOF LIGHTS
✓ GLASS BOXES
✓ GLASS BALUSTRADES &

JULIET BALCONY
✓ GARDEN ROOMS

YOUR LOCAL GLAZING COMPANY
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(Community Awards continued from Page 1) 
 
“It was such a good feeling helping people.  When Covid 
came along I thought let’s do more of this.” 
But Paul never imagined that Community Coronavirus Care 
would take off in the way it did.  
At its peak volunteers were doing hundreds of small jobs a 
week, from shopping, collecting prescriptions, to dog 
walking. 
Paul has now stepped back from CCC, but is still 
volunteering with Mid Surrey Community Fridges.  This is a 
charity which distributes surplus food, often from 
supermarkets, to those in need across Mole Valley.   
FRA Chairman Tim Waller said a Community Award wasn’t 
necessarily made every year. 
“However this year has been exceptional and both Paul and 
Tyrone have given tremendous service to the village, and we 
thank them for it,” he said. 
Both award winners were presented with framed prints 
featuring images of Fetcham village from the Francis Frith 
archive collection. 
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FRA makes 
donations to 
Fetcham schools 

Siobhan Magee, literacy lead at Fetcham Infants, receives a £500 
cheque from FRA committee member Sylvia Oliver. 

Debbie Willemse, Head Teacher at Oakfield, accepts a £500 
cheque from FRA Chairman Tim Waller. 

Fetcham schoolchildren can look forward to a wider 
choice of reading this year, thanks to £500 donations 
from the FRA.  Both Oakfield, and Fetcham Infants 
School, are spending the extra funds on their libraries.  
Siobhan Magee, of Fetcham Infants, said she was 
“absolutely delighted”.  Oakfield Head, Debbie 
Willemse, said: “The whole purpose is to encourage  
enjoyment of reading. So thank you.” 

Diary dates – Fetcham Litter Picks 
 
Meet 10am (Sundays) outside Greenwise 
 
November 15 
December 20 
January  17 
February  21 
March    21 

Collecting sticks, gloves 
and bags provided. After 
1 hour have coffee and 
chat in Greenwise café! 
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The land at Fetcham Springs 

A fenland in Fetcham 

By Patrick Bisgood,  FRA 
Committee Member 

By Professor Patricia Wiltshire, 
Forensic Ecologist 

The delay to Mole Valley’s Local Plan 
process has caused the uncertainty 
over the land at Fetcham Springs to 
continue.  Back in February the draft 
Plan suggested the land could be used 
for playing pitches and a clubhouse.  
This was overwhelmingly rejected by 
residents at a village hall meeting in 
March, and the FRA hoped that by this 
autumn,  residents’ wishes would have 
been reflected in a revised document. 
The land is owned by SES Water and 
following the FRA’s public meeting, 
SES were kind enough to propose a  
meeting.  But, with the Covid crisis, this  

too has been delayed.  The planned 
archaeological dig on the site has also 
been postponed. 
In recent weeks, the FRA has moved to 
revive the original meeting and remains 
in contact with SES Water.  In April 
SES established an Environmental 
Scrutiny Panel and has been working to 
improve biodiversity at a number of 
sites including at Elmer Works on 
Hawks Hill. Our understanding is that 
members of the panel have recently 
visited Fetcham Springs to make an  
appraisal and will be discussing the site 
at a meeting in early November.  
In the meantime, in the wake of the 
attention generated by events in March,  
a number of local ecologists, have taken  

corner is dominated by standing water, 
and has developed Phragmites 
australis reedswamp which, through 
succession, seems to be developing 
into carr (wet woodland). 
As well as the reed, there is abundant 
reedmace (bulrush), bur-reed, 
meadowsweet, and many other species 
characteristic of wet woodland. Carr is 
usually dominated by alder and willow, 
but Fetcham Springs seems to have 
mostly willow, some of which looks 
quite old. Because it has not yet been 
possible to gain access to the interior,  

we do not know the exact species 
composition of the shrubs, so alder may 
be growing there, and our species list is 
very provisional. (Details on FRA website.) 
Woody and herbaceous plants are not the 
only important members of this wetland 
habitat as it is probably a haven for many 
fungi, lichens, mosses, amphibians, 
reptiles, and, of course, birds.  
This kind of habitat is of great importance 
in terms of biodiversity and there is none 
like it in this part of Surrey. It is to be 
treasured and should be assessed in great 
detail by various experts whenever 
possible.  There is one thing for sure, this 
is a rare habitat in our neck of the woods. 
Patricia is also an Independent Councillor in 
Ashtead, and is Vice Chairman of Mole Valley 
District Council.  

‘For sure, this is a rare habitat’ 

The area known as Fetcham Springs 
lies in the northern corner of an area of 
rough grassland, bounded to the north by 
the railway line, land adjacent to the 
Mill Pond to the east, and an ancient 
hedge along Raymead Way to the west.  
The greatest part of the site is rough, 
untended grassland, being colonised 
from the edges by shrubs and trees.  
However, the wet area in the northern  

an interest in Fetcham Springs, one of 
whom Professor Patricia Wiltshire, 
writes below.  
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The morning a 
car demolished 
my shop! 
It was a Wednesday morning in September 
and Zehra Hussein was receiving a 
phonecall she would not forget quickly. 
The owner of the Fetcham beauty salon Skin and 
Tonic was being told that a car had just careered 
into the front of her shop. 
“It was a shock,” says Zehra. “By coincidence, we 
had closed that morning because it was quiet.   
“I was quite shaken.  Myself, or one of my staff 
could have been sitting at the reception desk. I 
think someone was watching over us. Luckily no-
one was hurt, that was the main thing.” 
Zehra says she understands that the driver of the 
car may have got the accelerator and brake pedals 
mixed up, and the incident is being treated as an 
accident.  She has also received an apology from 
one of the occupants of the car. 
Skin and Tonic has remained open but customers 
are being asked to use a side entrance until 

repairs take place, which will be covered by 
insurance.  
We urge residents to show their support for Zehra 
and her staff at this difficult time by continuing to 
give the salon their custom.!

The scene at the village shops soon after the car was pulled away, and a few 
minutes earlier (right).            Pictures: Zehra Hussein 
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Be better placed with Patrick Gardner.
Residential sales, lettings, land and new homes.

Creating windows of opportunity

Ashtead: 01372 271880
Bookham: 01372 452207
Dorking: 01306 877775
Leatherhead: 01372 360078
Lettings: 01372 360444
Land & New Homes: 01372 360832

thinking
 

we have the 
complete

mole valley view

 of moving?
thinking

 
we have the 

complete
mole valley view

 of moving?
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New teams at the 
Molebridge 
Practice start work 

The GPs ready to see you (from left): Dr Eleni Mantzari, Dr Frances 
Ryan, Dr Anna Barham and Dr Sam James.  

Laura Hammond writes: The Surgery is open. Contact us via our website www.themolebridgepractice.nhs.uk. You can 
give us a little information and we can book a face-to-face or telephone appointment depending on the problem. 

It’s been a busy few months at the 
Molebridge Practice.  New doctors and 
practice nurses are in post and the surgery in 
Cannonside has been completely refurbished.  
It’s a very different picture from a year ago. The old 
practice had handed back its contract and patients didn’t 
know if there was a future for GP services in Fetcham.  
Thankfully, the Epsom and St Helier Hospital Trust 
stepped in and gave its backing to a new practice under 
the leadership of Dr Hilary Floyd.  
The surgery is open all day Monday to Friday, and many 
patients who had left the practice are now returning.  
The FRA believes it’s very much in residents’ interests to 
have strong, well-managed GP services in the village.  
With the fresh start underway, we thought it timely to 
profile some of the staff you may meet.  We are very 
grateful to them.  (Profiles below from Molebridge Practice)!

Receptionists: Niamh Hammond (left) and Kim Nuttall 

From left to right: Nurse Sarah Ansboro, Healthcare 
Assistants Laura-Rose Hall and Pat Southam 

Practice Nurse - Sarah Ansboro has been a Practice 
Nurse for 4 years; prior to that she was an intensive care 
unit nurse. Her particular areas of interest include; 
respiratory illness and complex wounds. !
Practice Nurse  - Susan Strudwick (not pictured) has 
extensive expertise as a Practice Nurse and has worked at 
several practices in the locality and worked previously as a 
rehabilitation Nurse and a District Nurse in the Surrey area.  
Healthcare Assistant – Laura-Rose Hall is another firm 
favourite with our patients. She is passionate about care in 
general and complex wound care is of particular interest. In 
addition to being one of our HCA’s Laura-Rose is about to 
start her Student Nurse training. 
Healthcare Assistant – Patricia Southam has been at 
Molebridge for almost two years.  She genuinely loves all 
aspects of her job and is invaluable to the wider team with 
her range of skills.  

Dr Hilary Floyd is the senior doctor and oversees the Practice. 
She is also currently working as Clinical Director of the NHS 
Seacole Centre at Headley Court.!
Dr Eleni Mantzari completed her medical qualification in 
Greece and her GP training in Norfolk. She has a special 
interest in dermatology and has recently completed her 
Postgraduate Diploma in Practical Dermatology, Cardiff 
University. Other areas of interest are Women’s Heath, 
Palliative Care and Medical Education.  
Dr Frances Ryan our longest serving salaried GP, continues to 
support the practice with her particular interests in paediatrics, 
cardiology and complex patients. She has three grown up sons.  
Dr Anna Barham is our newest salaried GP who joins us with 
special interests in substance misuse, lifestyle and holistic 
medicine. She has four children and a very large dog!  
Dr Sam James trained in surgery and orthopaedics before 
switching to General Practice. He grew up in the Surrey area 
and has recently moved back from West Sussex to be closer to 
family. His areas of interest are musculoskeletal problems, joint 
injections, minor surgery and men’s health.  
Laura Hammond has been Molebridge Practice Manager since 
April. Her background includes working as a retail buyer for a 
High Street retailer and later running her own business. Laura 
has been an involved local resident for over 20 years as a school 
governor and PTA Chair. She is passionate about excellent care.  
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And stay healthy this winter 

The Top Tips 
from the 
Molebridge GPs 

If you are eligible 
for a FLU jab 

PLEASE take up 
the offer 

For those with 
CHRONIC illnesses 

keep up with regular 
reviews 

OBESITY is a risk factor for 
Covid-19. Keep your body 

moving with regular 
EXERCISE.  It’s been shown to 
protect from many illnesses 
with the added BENEFIT of 
losing excess weight and 

improving mood 
BOOST your immune 

system with a diet 
high in VEGETABLES 

and fruits in a 
rainbow of COLOURS 

IMPROVE SLEEP by getting 
sunshine on your face in the!
morning and AVOIDING time 
on screens late in the evening!

Keep VITAMIN D levels 
topped up with  

supplements of at least 
400IU daily.  Low levels are 

ASSOCIATED with more 
severe cases of Covid-19 

STAY IN TOUCH with 
loved ones as much as 

possible within the 
guidelines.  Being 

CONNECTED to others 
has been shown to 
LOWER STRESS and 
promote overall well-

being 



!

 Page 12 

St Mary’s Rector says farewell 

alongside ‘Knowing Jesus’ and ‘Sharing 
Faith’. This has been particularly 
demonstrable as we have been able to  
serve those around us, and respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic by being part of 
Community Coronavirus Care, BESOM 
(which links volunteers with those in need 
of help), and local foodbank initiatives,  

to name just a few. As St Mary’s 
moves into a time of vacancy and 
looks forward to choosing and 
welcoming a new incumbent, our 
prayer is that the church will 
continue to play a full and active part 
in village life.  
We are delighted to be partnering 
with 1st Fetcham Scouts to replace 
the existing Scout Hut at the Cock 
Lane recreation ground with a new 
community building called ‘The 
Greenhouse’. This will accommodate 
a range of community services, some 
of which will be led by St Mary’s.  I 
believe that this and many other 
activities indicate a bright future for 
the community of Fetcham, in which 
St Mary’s will seek to play an active 
and committed part. 
 
The FRA extends its thanks to  
Andrew and Jenny for their service 
to the village and wishes them the 
very best for the future. 

As I come to the end of my time 
as Rector of St Mary’s and Jenny 
and I move on, it occurred to me that 
our time in Fetcham (nearly six years 
– how time flies) is very small in 
comparison to the millennium in 
which a church has been in the village 
– as a place of Christian worship but 
also as a centre for village life. 
I am grateful that during our time here 
we have continued to be part of the 
community, having excellent 
relationships with the schools, The 
Bell, and our friends at Fetcham Park 
House. Our vision at St Mary’s 
underpins this with our commitment 
to ‘Loving Service’ – a third 
component of the church’s vision  

As the Reverend ANDREW 
SMITH and his wife Jenny 
leave Fetcham he kindly sent 
us this farewell reflection.  
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By Tim Albert 
 
Author of “Two 
Summers: Nixon 
and Trump by 
Greyhound Bus” 

In search of America 
on a Greyhound bus 
I spent much of the summer of 2019 away from my 
beloved garden in Fetcham, instead travelling 6,000 
miles around the United States of America on 
Greyhound buses. I was reliving a dream trip of 
half a century before. 
In 1969, as a 22-year-old student at the University of Surrey, 
I spent two months on the buses and another month working 
as an intern on the Pasadena Star-News in California. I came 
back with great cuttings, happy memories, several boxes of 
slides and a 30,000-word diary. 
Half a century later it struck me that it would be a good 
wheeze to go back on the buses again, and write about how 
America, bus travel, and I had changed (or not).  
For over a year I plotted a route, hunted down old friends, 
booked my tickets, upgraded my computer skills, and tried 
to ignore those who told me that the buses were now 
dangerous places to be. 
 
                             Intimidating 
 
They were partly right. I did find some of the people hanging 
around bus stations a little intimidating, but the buses felt 
safe enough, were comfortable and usually arrived on time, 
despite being owned by the same company that runs our 

trains into 
Waterloo. But 
there was an 
important 
difference: the 
buses are much 
less fun. In 1969 I 
chatted with all 
kinds of people, 

from students to veterans returning from Vietnam.  
But no-one chats on the buses any more – each passenger 
hooks up to their mobile phone as soon as they board and 
stays in their little bubble until they reach their destination.   
Still, it gave me more time to enjoy the views, which were as 
magnificent as I remembered.  
I watched the sun go down over the Mojave desert as we 
sped to Las Vegas, and I watched the sun rise through the 
mist as we threaded our way through the Catskill mountains 
on our way to a town called Kingston.  
 
                                  Probing 
 
And anyway, chatting with strangers in America is no longer 
as straightforward as I remember. People were always wary, 
probing for political affiliations. Once I had established 
myself as a visitor (not an immigrant) they opened up, but 
what they said came from warring universes, with different 
values and different facts from which they wouldn’t budge.  

But this huge gap between opinions and facts did not augur 
well. As one man told me: “We need to make sure we are not 
living through the last days of the Roman Republic.” He was a 
chief of police. 
As I write this a year later, his words seem scarier still: a 
pandemic rages, unemployment bites, racial tensions explode 
and politicians squirm and squabble. As the  Chinese curse 
famously has it,  America is living in interesting times. I am 
glad I got my return trip completed in time.    
 
Two Summers is available on Amazon and copies are on sale at 
The Wishing Well, Bookham. 
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Mole Valley WI has been meeting on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7.45pm, in Fetcham Village 
Hall, since we began in 1965.  Our last actual meeting 
took place in March and then Covid struck.  

At the start of the initial 
lockdown our members made 
scrub bags for the Epsom and St. 
Helier Trust, and in response to 
an urgent request, mask 
extenders were created as NHS 
staff were getting sore ears.  
Learning there was a drastic 
shortage of PPE amongst health 
care workers in general, a scrubs 
team was formed. 
Sheets and duvet covers were 
used and a week later, 11 sets of 
scrubs were made ready to be 
collected. New fabric was also 
made available and over the 
following few weeks over 40 
sets of scrubs were completed 
by our team of sewers, co-
ordinated by Fetcham member 
Meriel Sexton.  These were sent 
to St. Helier Hospital, GP 
practices, care homes and 
anywhere which put in a request. 
Over a couple of months 
thousands of sets of scrubs were 

produced by Surrey residents. 
One of the team then took up the challenge of making face masks 

for members and local 
friends. Donations 
were made and a 
cheque for £231 was 
sent to Friends of 
Leatherhead Hospital. 
We are currently 
enjoying listening to 
speakers, via Zoom on 
our usual meeting 
dates, and our 10 
committee members 
have each taken out a 
group for a coffee.  
The Book Club, our 
two gardening clubs, 

and badminton have been meeting up, according to the  
guidelines and the Bridge Group has regular Zoom meetings.   
!

In Focus:  WI sewing for the NHS 

We will continue to have speakers on Zoom for our monthly 
meetings and we will organise further coffee mornings 
hosted by a Committee Member so we can keep in touch 
with our members. 
 
If you would like to join Mole Valley WI, or find out more, 
please contact Ann Layman,  on 01372 602134.!

ANN LAYMAN, President of Mole Valley 
WI, explains how her members rose to the 
challenge of the Covid-19 emergency.  

Meriel Sexton models a set of 
scrubs made by the team. 

Choose your colour: scrubs all packed up. 

Beryl Havers working hard at home for NHS staff. 



!



!

                                                                                                                                                              Page 17 

The planters in the centre of the village have done very well this summer, writes 
Sylvia Oliver.  Thanks to Margaret and Alan Clarke for planting as lockdown started. 
Thanks to Mark Robinson, who as well as looking after the FRA notice board by 
Sainsbury’s, joined the Brighter Fetcham Team.  He watered all the planters on 
Sundays through the summer.  We have just replaced the geraniums with pansies, 
from our new supplier, Squires in Cobham who we thank for giving us a generous 
discount. The team has also once again placed the large Remembrance Day poppies, 
and the Silent Soldier  in the village centre.  
Mr and Mrs Savage of Humphrey Close have done a grand job of planting and 
looking after the planters at Penrose Parade. They are now retiring. So would 
someone like to take over this lovely job?  It costs you nothing as the FRA pay for 
plants etc.  We replace the plants twice a year. Please ring 01372 377836 and ask for 
Sylvia.  

Brighter Fetcham Team 
plants 228 pansies! 

This year the 
FRA will be doing 
all it can to help 
bring some festive 
cheer to the 
village, despite the 

restrictions imposed because of Covid.  
Very sadly these mean that we will not 
be able to have our usual Christmas 
Fair event, or the traditional Santa’s 
Grotto for the children.  
But we will be having a large 
Christmas tree, kindly donated by 
Squires of Cobham, and lit up thanks 
to the power supplied by Harringtons. 
The village planters will also have 
some festive lights. 
We will be focusing our attention too 
on the needs of the elderly and some of 
those who may need a bit of extra help 
this Christmas.  Details will be posted 
on our website and social media.   
The Christmas Charity Post in Fetcham, 
Bookham and Effingham is cancelled. 

A changed focus 
this Christmas 
By Sara Gyngell, FRA Events 
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In his memoir a Revd Mann 
states:  “The Post Office counter 
was situated on the left-hand wall 
inside Miller’s Stores. I can 
remember purchasing there my first 
postage stamp — a red one (1d) 
with King George V’s head on a 
solid red background — in about 
1932.” 
Remarkably,  Miller’s Stores is where 
the current Fetcham Post Office is now, 
in 2020. 
The first local Post Office was in 
Leatherhead, and an 1839 directory lists 
James Friday as the person who 
collected any mail from London which 
arrived at 7.30am, and took any back 
for the 7pm collection.  James lived in 
one of the original Rectory Cottages in 
the old part of The Street. 
When James and family moved, in 
about 1861 the school master Richard 
Caernarton took over initially as 
“receiver” through to about 1890, when 
what was now a fully operating Post 
Office business moved to the Old 
Lodge at the bottom of Sandy Lane, at 
Lower Road, now known as The 
Ridgeway.!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Carpenter 
 
Samual Friston was Postmaster, 
although as estate carpenter, it was his 
wife who ran the business. 
“Mrs Friston wore Edwardian style of 
[long black] dress with a lace 
Alexandra choker reaching almost up to 
the ears, threaded around with black!

 Page 18 

As Fetcham and 
Leatherhead historian 
ALAN POOLEY explains, 
there is nothing new about 
the local Post Office having 
to find new premises every 
once in a while.  

velvet ribbon.  Her hair was long and 
piled up with a bun on centre top.  Front 
parlour served as the post office, heavily 
worn stone step and another at the inner 
room which also had a stone floor, and 
stuffed ducks and birds in glass cases all 
round; dark green bobble-fringed mantle 
shelf hangings and an all-pervading 
frowsty damp smell. “ 
 
                        Relocated 
 
Lower Road was widened on the south 
side in 1928, the cottage demolished and 
the post office relocated to a garage in 
School Lane close to the school. A 1936 
map marks “PO” and “TC”, the latter 
being a telephone box, but by then it had 
transferred to Miller’s stores, which later 
became a newsagents and tobacconist. 
It then moved again to the newly built 
Orchard Parade in late 1934, in Bayley & 
Follett Newsagents. R J Abbott was there 
in this 1950s photograph. It remained 
there until 2017, when it moved finally 
to Sky News, the northern corner shop of  
“St Clements” in the Street.  
 

 
This is an abridged version of a longer 
article by Alan on the Post Offices, 
including abstractions from the 
Leatherhead & District Local History 
pictures and records. 
Alan Pooley is President of The 
Leatherhead & District Local History 
Society, and Hon. Treasurer of the FRA. 
 
If you would like to join or 
volunteer with the Leatherhead 
and District Local History Society, 
contact John Rowley at 
chairman@leatherheadhistory.org 

A look back at…   Fetcham’s  
wandering Post Offices 

Fetcham Post Office around 1890 located at the bottom of what is now The Ridgeway, where it 
meets Lower Road.  Below: Orchard Parade in the 1950s, from where the PO moved in 2017. 
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Sue Joyce, FRA committee member for 
membership, writes: 
“The more Fetcham residents who join us, the more 
influence we will have to make sure our quality of life is 
not just maintained, but improved, for us and our 
children.  
Our subscription year runs from April to April. But if you 
have not subscribed so far this year – it’s not too late! All 
we ask is a modest £5 per household, but you are very 
welcome to subscribe more.  
I firmly believe that local communities have never been 
as important as they are now. We can only ever be as 
strong as our membership. So please support us.” 
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If you have enjoyed reading our 
Newsletter – please remember to 
JOIN US or RENEW your 
subscription.  
 
Subscribing is easy, just visit: 
www.fetchamresidents.co.uk 

‘Newsletter’ is published twice a year by the 
Fetcham Residents Association and 
distributed to more than 3,000 households in 
the Fetcham area. 
 
Editor: Ian Anderson at 
info@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
   
Advertising: Tim Waller at 
chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
 
Printed by Peter James Printing Ltd, Shepperton, 
Middx. TW17 8AS 
Distribution by Wanna Be Known 
 
Copyright: Fetcham Residents Association, 3 
Churchill Close, Fetcham KT22 9EY 
 
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure 
editorial accuracy. The publisher will not accept 
liability for any loss or damage resulting from  
errors or omissions,  howsoever caused. 

AND FINALLY – a word on subscription  
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