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AGM: 
 
17th  April 2019 
 
Fetcham 
Village Hall at 
7.30 pm 
 
Guests include: 
 
Surrey Police 
 
Surrey County 
Council Flood 
defence  
 
Surrey Wildlife 
Trust 
 
County and 
district 
Councillors 
 
Fetcham United 
Charities 

Please come and join us! 
You are warmly invited to the 
Fetcham Residents Association 
AGM evening on Wednesday 17th 
April. 
We keep the formalities  to a 
minimum,  allowing more time for 
our guest speakers, and more time 
for you to talk to them afterwards. 
This year’s guests include: 
Inspector Karen Coyne, Surrey 
Police, the current Mole Valley 
commander who will be able to update 
us on all the issues around crime and 
policing in the area. 
Zoe Channon, Surrey Wildlife 
Trust Liaison Officer, who will 
answer questions on the management  
and plans for the  Norbury Park estate, 
and the measures being taken to counter 
ash dieback disease. 

Glen Westmore, Surrey County 
Council, Lead Local Flood  
Authority.  He will be able to advise on 
protecting your home from flooding, and 
where you can find further help. 
Jess Hillicks, Community 
Fundraiser for the Alzheimer’s 
Society in Surrey and West Sussex will 
also be with us. 
Other guests will include our elected 
Councillors, both county and district; 
David Dufill,  Chair of Fetcham 
United Charities, which runs Morley 
Court independent living for the elderly; 
The Rev Andrew Smith of St 
Mary’s Church, Fetcham, who will 
be outlining some of the avenues of 
support the church can offer to the 
community. 
                                             (Full agenda Page 3) 

FRA committee members (from left) Margaret Clarke, Sylvia Oliver, Sara Gyngell, Phyllis Avory, 
Mark Robinson, Patty Harrison, and Chair-elect Tim Waller. 
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Chairman’s Letter 
                                As our AGM approaches on 17th April and we enter a new Membership year I hope we will 
continue to grow our community network, making us more united, bigger and stronger and I hope you will find in this 
Newsletter lots of reasons why the FRA is worth your support. So please renew or join as a member for this coming 
year. Page 7 has details of our efforts to improve the management of the Fetcham Splash as a community nature 
reserve, a project I am proud to see coming to fruition. It shows what can be achieved when different groups in the 
community all work together.  
Several new links have now been formalised with other local groups, including the Friends of the River Mole and 
Leatherhead & District Countryside Protection Society. We have also been joined on the FRA committee by Linda 
Tippelt of Leatherhead and Fetcham Flood Action Group. In January, she gave us the devastating news that the 
Environment Agency had ruled out proposals for a flood protection scheme for the middle Mole. Linda’s article about 
this is on Page 5. 
I’m also delighted to announce that we now have not one, but two, new secretaries, Phyllis Avory and Kate Pocock. 
This can only improve our efficiency and ability to help you, our members. I would also like to congratulate 
Councillor Tim Hall on becoming our President. Tim brings to us all his enormous knowledge and experience of local 
government and public affairs.  
As I look back over the past year, I’m struck by all the ways in which our volunteers have made a difference in the 
community. Whether it’s helping residents with planning issues, organising the Christmas Fayre, giving funds to 
Oakfield School, lobbying for road repairs, maintaining the flower planters, honouring the memory of Fetcham’s war 
dead, holding litter picks on Sunday mornings.  Our full reports will be presented at the AGM, so please come along. 
I have now completed my three-year term as Chairman and will step down in April passing on the mantle to my very 
dear colleague Tim Waller. I have enjoyed my time immensely and have nothing but sincere respect for all my 
colleagues who work tirelessly and voluntarily for the community.  I hope that I leave the FRA with a good foundation 
to move positively forward and would like to take this opportunity  to sincerely thank all those who have helped me to 
achieve the things that I have done over that time.   I wish the FRA every success in the future.  Susanne Taylor!
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Six reasons why the FRA 
deserves your support 

JOIN US: details P.15 or go to  
www.fetchamresidents.co.uk 
and follow the link to 
Membership.   THANK YOU! 

Planning: We take a close interest in all 
applications which may impact the 
community. A recent example is the Tudor 
Motors site. MVDC listens to our views and 
we will alert officials when things go wrong. 

Brighter Fetcham: All year round our 
volunteers look after 20 planters in the 
village. More than 200 winter violas will 
soon be replaced with up to 300 geraniums.  
We have a street Tree Warden too.  

Christmas Fayre: We organise a 
Santa’s Grotto, lighting of the village tree, 
and festive stalls. We apply for a temporary 
road closure to make the event safe for 
children and support our local traders. 

Environment: We care deeply about 
preserving and enhancing Fetcham’s natural 
surroundings. The 2017 project at the Mill Pond 
and the current improvements to the Splash  
would not have happened without us. 

Oakfield School: Last year we provided 
funds to buy garden tools, seeds and bird feeders 
to help outdoor learning. We also award annual 
bursaries to children showing excellence in 
presentation, and for showing perseverance.  

Remembrance: We organise and fund the 
‘Silent Soldier’, and the displaying of large 
poppies around the village.  We also lay a wreath 
at the war memorial near St Mary’s Church on 
Remembrance Sunday in November. 

                AGENDA  
  
 Fetcham Residents Association               
                   AGM 
Fetcham Village Hall, 7.30pm 
            17th April 2019 
 

1. Welcome & Introductions 
2. Apologies for absence 
3. Committee reports for 

2018/19 
4. Election of Officers and 

Committee for 2019/20 
5. Treasurer’s report 
6.  Guests: 
 

           Surrey Police;  
           Surrey Wildlife Trust; 
          Alzheimer’s Society; 
 

Surrey County Council – 
Lead Local Flood 
Authority; 
 
St Mary’s Church & 
Fetcham United Charities 

           
       7. Close 

 
Following the business of the meeting 
there will be an open forum of ‘Any 
Other Business’ , when Members will 
be able to ask any questions of our 
guests, ourselves, and Councillors  
over a glass of wine. We look 
forward to seeing you on April 17th. 
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73The Ashtead & Leatherhead Local - June 2018

Ewell: 020 8393 4000 Fetcham: 01372 375 143 

info@springelectrical.com www.springelectrical.com

● Celebration Lighting
● Outdoor Lighting
● Indoor Lighting
● Lamps & Tubes
● Wiring Accessories
● Heating & Ventilation
● Cable & Trunking
● Distribution

PLUS much more

Spring Advert-A6  11/5/18  02:17  Page 1



!

                                                                                                                                                                 Page 5 

Flood protection scheme rejected 

LAFFAG has been pressing for action to deal with the 
surface water on the Cannon Grove to Mill Lane 
footpath. SES water, which owns the adjacent field, 
says it will not lay extra pipes until Network Rail 
carries out planned work on the railway embankment 
scheduled for 2020. SES says it thinks the path is 
flooding because of a natural spring, although this 
hasn’t been investigated. SES says it will look into the 
raising of the footpath. LAFFAG wants Network Rail 
to consider bringing forward the embankment work, 
and the County Council to install temporary walkways. 

Mill Lane footpath woes 

Residents in the Cannon Grove 
area have been “shocked and 
disappointed” at news that a 
flood protection scheme to 
protect their homes has been 
ruled out. Residents will now 
have to rely on installing their 
own anti-flood measures, but 
they may be offered some  
technical help. LAFFAG Chair 
and FRA committee member 
Linda Tippelt  explains. 

At our meeting in early January, the 
Environment Agency (EA) reported 
that from the list of options identified 
by the computer modelling and project 
appraisal work, the majority had been 
discounted on technical grounds as 
they could not protect against both 
river and surface water flooding. Even 
the two storage options investigated – 
one upstream at Betchworth and the 
other, which utilises the SES Water 
field adjacent to Raymead Way and 
Cannon Grove, would only provide 
defence against river flooding and not 
from the surface water. 
In addition, the Mill Pond field 
options are further complicated by the 
fact that there are a number of natural 
springs present. Flood Defence 
funding stipulates that any scheme 
must demonstrate protection from all 
sources.  As such these river only    

flood defences  alone are not fool 
proof and residents should install 
their own protection, a combination 
of both would provide residents with 
more confidence. The EA said it will 
now look at a Property Level 
Resilience (PLR) scheme. This 
provides individual  properties with 
measures of protection against both 
surface and ground water. A survey 
of each property will be offered to 
potential beneficiaries. Homes that 
have already taken protection 
measures will be welcome to have 
the survey, for further assessment of  
the protection already installed.  
 
In 2013 more than 50 homes in Cannon 
Grove were badly damaged  in the 
area’s worst floods since 1968. 
LAFFAG stands for Leatherhead and 
Fetcham Flood Action Group. 

flood protection options would not 
be eligible for funding. Therefore, 
the EA said that a Middle Mole 
Flood Storage Alleviation Scheme 
was no longer under consideration. 
LAFFAG expressed shock and 
disappointment at this news. Whilst !
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The FRA monitors the weekly 
publications by MVDC’s planning 
office of new development 
applications. We subsequently track 
the progress of all those applications 
related to Fetcham through the stages 
of public comment, consultation, 
review and consideration by case 
officers and ultimately the 
Development Control Committee 
where required. In doing so, we have 
an appreciation of the amount, scale 
and extent of development 
construction that Fetcham is 
subjected to. It is considerable and 
persistent. Much of the development  
seen involves extending existing 
dwellings upwards or outwards. 
Where backland development is 
sought, a more comprehensive 
development of land behind an 
existing wide single or multiple   

 a resident or residents about an 
application they are concerned about, 
and about which we agree, the FRA 
will endeavour to support their 
objections.  We can also provide some 
guidance in bringing their concerns to 
the attention of local councillors and if 
warranted, to the Development Control 
Committee. As a body recognised by 
MVDC as representing residents of 
Fetcham, views on planning matters 
expressed by the FRA are listened to, 
and those views need not always be 
wholly!negative. For example, we have 
provided qualified support for 
development plans to replace the 
Tudor Motors garage by considering 
the views and needs of our wider 
community. The latest application has 
been approved and we await news 
from the developer about when work 
might, at long last, commence. 

Keeping a close eye on planning matters 
Committee member  
Richard Bradfield 
looks at planning  

frontages may result. Otherwise, 
tandem development of a single 
plot may be sought, whereby one 
dwelling is placed behind another. 
Another increasingly disturbing 
trend is apparent encroachment 
upon green belt areas. With all 
applications, initial assessments of 
the likely impact that each might 
have are made, with the majority 
being considered minor. Those 
considered likely to raise concerns, 
or attract objections from 
neighbours, or the community, are 
followed more closely. Vigilance 
against unwarranted development 
is important. When approached by!
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Clearing Splash Island meadow last summer 

Fetcham Splash: 
This year’s big 
project 

The FRA is coordinating a project to restore and enhance the Splash – an historic crossing point  on the 
River Mole at River Lane.  Chairman Susanne Taylor, who came up with the plan says: “The Splash is a 
hidden gem – a magical place enjoyed by generations of local people.” The planned work includes creating 
new seating from the trunks of the felled trees; refurbishing the existing benches and installing an 
information board. MVDC has responsibility for most of the area but volunteers carry out conservation 
work. The Splash is steeped in history and folklore dating back to the 1300s, all of which we hope to capture 
on the new board.  In the early 19th century it’s believed that Jane Austen may have taken walks along this 
stretch of the Mole while staying in the area. The village of ‘Highbury’ in her novel ‘Emma’ (1815) is 
thought to have been Leatherhead, with a grand house ‘Randalls’ named in the book. The board will also 
feature stories of the great Barbel Fish and how the Splash was created, and much more.  
                                                                                                        (Archive image: Leatherhead and District Local History Society)!

Much of our ecology suffers from being in isolated 
pockets, writes Caroline Cardew-Smith of FoRML. 
The river Mole and the land adjoining plays a vital 
role in providing a wildlife corridor. Recent work on 
Splash Island, such as cutting back the poplar trees, 
may look drastic but was overdue, as was the hedge 
laying. The new openness should encourage a wider 
variety of plants, although I expect the non-native 
invasive Himalayan Balsam will also flourish this 
summer. Friends of River Mole Leatherhead (FoRML) 
helps monitor the River Mole nature reserve from 
Thorncroft Bridge to Splash Island. On Tuesday  9th 
July  we will again be carrying out Himalayan Balsam 
clearing and will need volunteers. If you want to help 
send your details to caroline@allbright.co.uk.  
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Deep concentration from Tallulah Prior as she carefully places sweets on a Christmas biscuit outside Harringtons  

Afternoon of fun at the Fetcham 
“Ho, Ho, Ho” sang Santa as he left his Grotto and made his way down The Street to turn on the  village 
Christmas Tree lights surrounded by village children. This is the finale to the Fetcham Village Christmas 

Fayre that has become an annual 
event at the beginning of December 
organised by the FRA for the 
children and families of Fetcham. 
Local people and organisations set 
out their stalls along with the village shops to tempt locals with 
Christmas gifts and food.  A well-stocked tombola courtesy of local 
businesses provided some great opportunities to win super prizes. 

By Sara Gyngell, FRA 
Committee member and 
Christmas Fayre organiser 



!

                                                                                                                                                                 Page 9 

Christmas Fayre! 

Queues outside Santa’s Grotto,  and earlier,  Santa on his way to switch on the Christmas tree lights. 

Matt Fielder was once again MC – his boundless energy 
and enthusiasm doing wonders to keep the drizzle at bay. 
The FRA thanks everyone who provided help and support 
but special mention must also go to Phil at Harrington’s 
Bakery who every year provides the electricity for the Big 
Village Christmas Tree, to TP Improvements who let us 
transform their premises into a Grotto for the day, and to 
Geoff Underdown and Rob Dempsey for their invaluable 
help with the Christmas Trees. A big thank you to you all! 
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Health: Bringing it together 
The Integrated Dorking, 
Epsom and East Elmbridge 
Alliance (known as IDEEA) is a 
pioneering partnership that brings 
together three GP federations that 
covers all the GP practices of Surrey 
Downs with Central Surrey Health 
(the current provider of Community 
Health services). Historically there 
have been demarcation lines 
between the organisations that 
provide care to people in their 
homes, in the GP surgeries and in 
hospitals. Therefore the IDEEA 
partnership which consists of around 
50,000 patients has been brought 
together – with the intention that 
local people receive the care they 
need in the!correct environment. The 
IDEEA model will include 
developing six! localities in the 
Surrey Downs! area (otherwise 
known as Primary Care Networks) 

which will bring GPs and 
community services staff together 
with hospital-based staff, and 
hopefully in the future social care, to 
patients who have complex medical 
conditions. 
The localities will: 
Deploy the most appropriate staff in 
a timely and co-ordinated way to 
patients; reduce risk of hospital 
admission for patients when it is not 
needed; support people in their 
homes! and those living in care 
homes; work closely with the 
IDEEA community hospitals and 
specialist teams, as required.!

A very annoying issue is the 
number of appointment no-shows at 
the local GP practices.  At Eastwick 
Medical practice (where I serve as 
PPG Chair) they have instigated the 
policy of reminder emails and a 
telephone system where it is a 
matter of minutes to  cancel.  
The local Medical practices are 
working at full capacity and as you 
are all aware the lead time for an 
appointment can be in weeks rather 
than days. So my plea is to be sure 
to cancel rather than ignore the 
appointment, thus enabling another 
patient to get further up the queue. 
The local Patient Participation 
Groups require more recruits of all 
ages to assist practices in their 
surgeries with website input,!leaflets 
and patient seminars when needed. 

Helping your 
GP practice 

Tim Waller outlines 
a new initiative 
aimed at improving 
local health care  
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Teenager volunteers 
for Brighter Fetcham 
The Brighter Fetcham team have been joined in 
recent months by 16-year-old Zuhayr Shaikh. 
Zuhayr has been helping maintain the planters in 
Fetcham village as he works towards his Duke of 
Edinburgh Silver award at Howard of Effingham 
School. Zuhayr said: “I’ve learned a lot – how to 
plant and at what time of year – and also about dead-
heading plants which allows new buds to form.” 
Brighter Fetcham co-ordinator Sylvia Oliver 
writes: 
“The winter planting still looks good thanks to 
regular deadheading. Violas are the plants we find 
last best through the winter.  We planted them in 
October and they will last until April, when we’ll 
replace them with geraniums.  We buy our plants 
from The Vineries in Bookham and they seem to be 
very healthy.  We are very grateful to all our helpers 
who water, deadhead and pick rubbish out of the 
planters. Without their help we would not have such 
a great display.” !

Zuhayr Shaikh,16, helping out Sylvia Oliver (left) and 
Margaret Clarke with the FRA planters at the village shops  
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From our Rainbows,  Brownies and Guides 

Could you spare a little time to help some younger folk? 
They're keen to learn, love games and fun, and also like a joke. 
Many Rainbows, Brownies and Guides are feeling rather sad: 

Their leader's leaving, or she's gone - although they're not that bad! 
 

If no-one else comes forward, their units will close down, 
No weekly meetings to enjoy, nor outings up to town. 

They'll miss the games they love to play, and all the things they learn,  
And as for younger sisters - they'll never get a turn. 

 
No special skills are needed - just time and patience too. 

There's a really friendly Division team to show you what to do. 
‘But where have all the Leaders gone?’ I'm sure you want to know. 

‘Those maiden aunts, and dear old folks who did it years ago?’ 
 

Those people aren't around these days, it’s down to me and you, 
To give our time, make lots of friends, and help the youngsters too. 

It's all too easy just to sit, and hope for someone new, 
But Rainbows, Guides and Brownies now are run by people just like 

YOU! 

Fetcham Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 
meet at the Guide HQ in Cannon Grove, next to 
the tennis club.  
No need to have previous experience in Guides 
or Scouts, but you do need to be over 18, young 
at heart and enjoy the company of young 
people. For more information contact Christine 
Mossggleatherheaddivision@gmail.com. 

Could you become one of our Guiding lights? 
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Remembering Kit Oliver OBE 

The late Kit Oliver in 2016 on her retirement  being presented 
with a rose by our current President, Councillor Tim Hall  

Tim Hall pays tribute 
to FRA past President 
Kit Oliver, who died 
in December, aged 84. 

Kit was always a person for 
new ideas and improving 
the world. As Father Flower 
said at her funeral: "The 
phone used to ring and a 
voice would say ‘I have had 
an idea’." First elected in 
1991 as a Mole Valley 
District Councillor for 
Fetcham West, she soon 
made her presence felt as a 
champion of the 
environment.  Later in the 
90s, and unusually for a 
Councillor, she was 
appointed to the South East 
Regional Development 
Agency, at the time 
dominated by businessmen. 
She was later awarded an 
OBE for her work there, 
and in Mole Valley. She 
had a profound concern for 
children and families and 
set up the Family Line 
charity, which led later to 
her appointment in 1999 as  

a Deputy Lieutenant for 
Surrey. She was married to 
Jack, for nearly sixty years, 
and loved family. But there 
was independence too - 
every year she and Jack had 
separate holidays, as he 
went fishing and she went to 
an Italian convent. They 
also owned a canal boat and 
until recently toured the !

English waterways. Music 
was a love of her life and she 
was organist and choir 
conductor at the Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church. She was a 
truly extraordinary woman 
who touched the lives of 
everyone around her, and a 
great champion of 
everything she believed in. 

If you are over 55 and live in 
the Mole Valley area, you 
can use Age Concern’s free 
computer courses based in 
either Dorking or 
Leatherhead. The course 
runs once a week for 6-8 
weeks. Topics covered will 
include:  browsing on the 
internet, basic keyboard and 
mouse skills, using a 
Laptop/iPad/Tablet/Mobile 
Phone, setting up and using 
your own email or Skype 
accounts and how to shop on 
the internet. Those who 
already own a Laptop or 
other device are encouraged 
to learn ontheir own 
equipment. Computers can 
be provided as well – it’s up 
to you! Before coming to the 
course, you must register 
your interest by telephoning 
01306 899104 
 
 

Learn digital 
skills for free 
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‘Newsletter’ is published twice a year by 
the Fetcham Residents Association and 
distributed to more than 3000 
households in the Fetcham area.   
 
Advertising: Tim Waller at 
tim.waller@ballands.co.uk 
Editor: Ian Anderson at 
Iananderson34@gmail.com 
 
Printed by Peter James Printing Ltd, 
Shepperton, Middx. TW17 8AS 
Distributed by Wanna Be Known  
Editorial Copyright: Fetcham Residents 
Association, 41 Pound Crescent, Fetcham. 
KT22 9JW  
!
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure 
editorial accuracy. The publisher will not 
accept liability for any loss or damage 
resulting from  errors or omissions,  
howsoever caused. 
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