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Restoring our heritage 
Residents had their first chance to 
view the restored murals at Fetcham 
Park House at a special heritage open 
evening in September. 
The murals, by artist Louis Laguerre, were 
painted soon after the house was built in the 
early 1700s.  They are considered to be of 
national importance.  Laguerre moved to 
England from France in 1683 and his work 
graces the walls of some of England’s finest 
houses, including Chatsworth and Blenheim 
Palace.  
Sandra Young, who owns Fetcham Park, 
said: “It’s wonderful, the colours are 
amazing. There’s detail there we haven’t seen 
because it’s been covered up.” 

The man responsible for the restoration is 
Paul Tsangari, who lives in Gatesden Road, 
Fetcham.  He followed his father into the 
world of fine art conservation, and 
remembers working with him in Fetcham 
Park as a teenage apprentice.  
He said: “When I was 16 it was the first time 
I had walked into the house and it just blew 
me away.  It had everything I wanted to join 
the business for, a grand and fantastic place.” 
Paul explained that most of the damage and 
dirt on the murals was because of heat from 
several sources.  
“There were old lights near the ceiling giving 
out heat, so they’ve been replaced.” And he 
described how loose (continued on Page 13) 

Fetcham resident and art conservator Paul Tsangari with the Laguerre murals at Fetcham Park House 

Don’t forget 
Santa is in 
Fetcham village 
Saturday 7th Dec 
2 – 4 pm!!

Scouts have 
grand designs P.5 

It’s a fresh start  
at Molebridge P.3 
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Chairman’s letter 

As your new Chairman, may I welcome you to our 
fantastic Newsletter designed and edited by our Vice-
Chairman, Ian Anderson.  My thanks also to Susanne 
Taylor for her progressive stance in her three years as 
Chairman, and to Councillor Tim Hall for agreeing to 
become our President.  
Your volunteer committee has been working hard on 
how best to communicate with all the residents in 
Fetcham. To this end we have been focusing on two 
main issues, namely our website and membership. Our 
website is being re-vamped, and I am indebted to Paul 
Austwick at Tekmate and our Vice-Chairman, Richard 
Bradfield, for all their efforts so far.   
On membership,  Sue Joyce has taken over the mantle 
from Jen Addy,  and my thanks to Jen for all her work in 
the past few years. Remember it is your village - we 
need more volunteers to join us on the committee and 
your subscriptions will provide additional income for 
future projects. 
Your committee has been very engaged with the 
problems  both with the Molebridge surgery and the 
Tudor Motors site. We wrote to the CCG to explain why 
the Fetcham surgery should remain open, and together 
with support from local councillors we hope that GP !

services in Fetcham are now more secure. You can read 
the plans that Dr Floyd has for Molebridge on the 
opposite page.  Unfortunately, the Tudor Motors site 
planning has yet to be completed, and as I write, we are 
still awaiting a firm start date for construction.   
I hope too, you will enjoy reading about the restoration of 
the murals at Fetcham Park House, a wonderful example 
of an historic building located in the centre of our 
community.  Thank you for your support, and I look  
forward to working with you all on the issues affecting 
our village. Email: Chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk 

By Tim Waller 

At our AGM in April, we said thank you to our previous 
Chairman Susanne Taylor, pictured with Tim Waller (left) and 
our new President, Councillor Tim Hall. 
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Earlier this year, Fetcham’s only GP surgery, the 
Molebridge practice in Cannonside, was threatened 
with closure.!But last month a new partnership 
took over led by experienced GP Dr Hilary Floyd.  
Newsletter Editor Ian Anderson went to meet her. 

All change at Molebridge 

Q: How did you come to take over Molebridge? 
“I was a partner at Derby Medical centre in Epsom for 27 
years.  My role as managing director of the local GP 
Federation brought me into contact with Molebridge and it 
became very evident that Molebridge was having a problem.  
The CCG approached and asked if I was interested in taking it 
on. I said yes – I think we can turn the practice around.”  
Q: Tell us about the partnership with Epsom and St 
Helier Hospital Trust? 
“The practice has been very run down and the funding for it 
has been very short -so it’s in debt which is always a problem. 
I was telling the Chief Executive of the Hospital Trust about 
the practice and we decided that it would  be good to join 
together to deliver better quality services to the patients.  It’s 
a different way of working and it’s been very successful in 
other parts of the country. The Trust provides the back office 
support – things like HR, and estates. They are already 
looking at improvements to our buildings. But I think the 
most exciting thing for me about it is that we can share 
services.” 
Q: Will this mean that you can access specialist nurses at 
the hospital for example?  
“Yes – that’s my aspiration.   Getting that buy-in from the 
Trust shouldn’t be difficult because they see us as an 
extension of their services. I can ask : ‘Can we have one of 
your chest clinic nurses to come and up-skill our practice 
nurse and do some clinics?” 
Q: Does this mean that patients here will always be 
referred to Epsom and St Helier? 
“No - they will still have choice. If a patient wants to go 
somewhere else, we’re not going to deny them that.” 
Q: The last contract holder said it wasn’t viable to have 
Fetcham and Leatherhead premises – what’s your view? 
“I think there is a need for both sites. I can’t say we’re going 
to have an all-singing and dancing service at both sites but we 
can definitely keep the service here in Fetcham. The practice 
has lost quite a lot of patients, because of the problems it’s 
been through.  What we have to do is get a reputation for 
being a good practice, encourage people to come and register 
and that will help increase our funding.”  
Q: What would you say to former patients? 
“We would love to have them back obviously. I’m working 
towards having a stable workforce, regular GPs, regular 
nurses, who you build a relationship with which is so 
important.  I’d say come and give us another go!” 
Q What about more services? 
“We will be having additional services but first we will 
improve the services that we’ve already got.  The whole push 
at the moment is to have services closer to home, have  
services in the community and run them jointly with the 
hospital.” 

Q: How would you sum up your vision for GP services 
here? “My feeling is that Fetcham very much needs to have its 
own surgery and its own GPs.  I think as a practice we can look 
at how we run the organisation, the processes we put in place, 
the people working for us, both non-clinical and clinical, to 
really improve the quality of care for patients.”!

Dr Hilary Floyd, the new senior partner at the Molebridge practice. 
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Scouts have a vision 
for the community 

By Anita Chamberlain, Group 
Leader Ist Fetcham Scouts 

The original project to build a new Scout HQ has evolved 
into a project to develop a building to be used, not only by 
the Scout Group, but by all members of the community. 
The new building, in Cock Lane, will be called ‘The 
Greenhouse’ and will offer facilities and activities for 
everyone, including young people, families and older people, 
whilst also giving the Scouts a new home. 
A partnership between 1st Fetcham Scout Group, St Mary’s 
Church, Mole Valley District Council and the Fetcham 
community has enabled us to secure the funding to move 
forward with this exciting project. A not-for-profit 
Community Interest Company will oversee the running of the 
building.  I would like to thank all of our donors, and 
everyone in the scouting and local community, for their 
tireless work over the past three years in raising more than 
£800,000 to make this a reality. And we’re still fundraising. 
Our aim is to submit a full planning application in the 
coming days with a view to, potentially, commencing the 
build phase in 2020 and having the building operational in 
2021. 

The plan is to relocate the new building to the site of the current 
children’s playground.  The playground will be redesigned and 
new play areas and equipment provided by MVDC.  The current 
Scout Hut will be demolished and that area will provide car 
parking.  The surrounding areas will be landscaped and the 
whole recreation area will be open for everyone to use. A 
community café and terrace has been proposed, along with a hall 
space, catering standard kitchen, a variety of rooms as well as a 
“changing places” disability toilet to enable and encourage all 
members of our community to come together.   !

Grand design: An artist’s impression of how the new Greenhouse 
community building at the Cock Lane recreation ground might appear. 
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By Sara Gyngell, FRA events 
 
Once again Santa will be making a special visit to 
the children of Fetcham.  Please put on your best 
Christmas hats and jumpers and visit his grotto. 
  
There will be a fabulous Tombola, mulled wine 
courtesy of Trueloves and biscuit painting by 
Harrington’s Bakery.  
 
This event is organised by the Fetcham Residents      

Association and the    
Santa visit is free.  

Christmas 
in the village 

         Sat Dec 7th 
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Where River Lane crosses the Mole, the island 
mid-channel - connected by a bridge on each side - 
is known variously as ‘The Splash’, ‘Fetcham 
Splash’ or ‘Splash Island’.  The southern part of 
The Splash is owned and managed by Mole Valley 
District Council; the northern section is privately 
owned by a farmer who leases it to the 
Leatherhead & District Countryside Protection 
Society (L&DCPS) for the purpose of maintaining 
it for wildlife and public access.  
Earlier this year,  council contractors reduced a 
number of overgrown alders, but left the cut debris 
behind. The L&DCPS paid for the clearance work 
including a new bench from the largest log and to 
have the meadow mowed twice; volunteers keep 
the path mowed to assist walkers, and contributed 
information to the excellent new signs.  
Friends of River Mole Leatherhead (FoRML) 
volunteers spent two days clearing the invasive 
species Himalayan Balsam, held a hay-raking  
!

morning with the L&DCPS, carried out 
litter picks and strimmed the area opposite 
the new bench to keep the river view open. 
Volunteers also test the water quality in the 
river through ‘kick sampling’ - scientific 
pond dipping - to count invertebrate 
species and test phosphate and ammonia 
levels. If you would like to help with this 
work please join the L&DCPS. 

Maintaining 
the Splash 
By Caroline Cardew-Smith 

Tree surgeon James Cobbet and Caroline 
Cardew-Smith on the log bench at the Splash,  
and (right) counting invertebrates in the water. 
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Oakfield School award winners 
It was a great pleasure for the FRA to once again make 
bursary awards to pupils at Oakfield.  Every year we 
sponsor two awards, with one child in each class receiving 
an Amazon gift token.  The John Piper Award recognizes 
excellence in presentation, and the Growth Mindset Award !

recognises perseverance and the ability to challenge oneself and 
learn from mistakes.  The awards were presented at the 
Celebration Assembly in July by FRA committee members 
Patty Harrison and Sylvia Oliver. We were also able to see the 
progress of the outdoor learning area, part-funded by the FRA.!

The John Piper award winners with FRA committee member Patty 
Harrison 

The Growth Mindset award winners with FRA committee member 
Sylvia Oliver 
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Held in association with Leatherhead 
Chamber of Commerce, this annual event has 
been bringing the local community together at 
Christmas for the last 20 years. 
 
The service includes traditional carol singing 
and Bible readings by special guest speakers. 
 
After the service, Fetcham Park, also known as 
Surrey’s ‘best-kept secret’, will open its doors 
for a reception with delicious nibbles 
generously supplied by the Leatherhead 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
All proceeds are donated to Transform 
Housing & Support, a local charity providing 
vital services for homeless and vulnerable 
people.!

  Celebrate with Fetcham Park 
the true meaning of Christmas… !

Tudor Motors works ‘to start in New Year’ 
Committee member 
Richard Bradfield keeps a 
watch on planning issues!

Planning permission was formally 
granted in June 2019 for the 3-storey 
mixed use scheme with retail at ground 
floor level and 10 x 2-bed residential units 
on the ground, first & second floors. 
Subsequently, a modified application was 
submitted by the developer, replacing the 2 
two-bed apartments on the ground floor 
with 4 single-bed affordable units. These 
would provide independent, community-
based living for adults with learning 
difficulties, supported by The Grange 
Centre in Bookham.   
This application has now been granted, 
subject to legal obligations being secured 
for the affordable housing by the end of 
October. At the time of writing, the 
developer anticipated the obligation being 
met, and was estimating work commencing 
on site during Jan/Feb 2020.  Meanwhile, 
the FRA has been maintaining pressure on 

the developer to significantly improve the 
condition and appearance of the site 
hoardings, particularly in time for our 
Christmas Fair on December 7th. We 
have been told that new hoardings will be 
erected prior to the work starting - we 
hope by the end of November. 

Local Plan Update: We were 
anticipating the publication by now 
of the proposed Mole Valley Local 
Plan, and to be considering its 
implications for Fetcham. However, 
because of political uncertainty and a 
possible General Election, MVDC 
has postponed the plan’s publication 
and consultation period. It is now 
scheduled to take place between 3 

February and 15 March 2020, and it 
is proposed that the plan will come 
into effect in late 2021.  
Cobham Road apartments: An 
application for the building of nine 
retirement apartments on a site 
adjacent to Harroway Manor has 
been received by MVDC.  Under the 
scheme put forward by Esher-based 
Trafalgar Retirement Plus, the 
existing house at No 1 Cobham Road 
would be demolished with a new 
vehicle access being made directly on 
to the Cobham Road. (Current 
planning applications for Fetcham can 
be seen on an interactive ‘live’ map at 
www.fetchamresidents.co.uk) 

Village eyesore: The hoardings around  
the old Tudor Motors site in mid-October. 
Stonegate have told the FRA they will be 
replaced ‘prior to work commencing’. 

!
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73The Ashtead & Leatherhead Local - June 2018

Ewell: 020 8393 4000 Fetcham: 01372 375 143 

info@springelectrical.com www.springelectrical.com

● Celebration Lighting
● Outdoor Lighting
● Indoor Lighting
● Lamps & Tubes
● Wiring Accessories
● Heating & Ventilation
● Cable & Trunking
● Distribution

PLUS much more

Spring Advert-A6  11/5/18  02:17  Page 1

!!!!! !
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For our full mouth watering menu and details about our  Deli and Catering team please pop into the shop, go online or call us...

01372 878828     |     www.williamdyerbutchers.co.uk     |     244 Cobham Rd, Fetcham, Leatherhead KT22 

We hand make all our ready meals and pies in our award winning kitchen. Our recipes are tried 
and tested by our Head Chef and his team, using fresh and locally sourced ingredients.

20 71 20 71 20 81 20 8120 6120 5120 51 20 6120 4120 41 20 71 20 71 20 81 20 8120 6120 5120 51 20 6120 4120 41 20 71 20 71 20 81 20 8120 6120 5120 51 20 6120 4120 41 20 71 20 71 20 81 20 8120 6120 5120 51 20 6120 4120 41 20 71 20 71 20 81 20 8120 6120 5120 51 20 6120 4120 41
PROUD WINNERS OF THE GREAT TASTE AWARDS

Norbury Park 
Community Forum 
By Patrick Bisgood, 
FRA representative 

Generations of Fetcham residents have enjoyed Norbury 
Park since the house and its estate were purchased by Surrey 
County Council in 1930.  What many residents may not be 
aware of is that Surrey Wildlife Trust, which manages the 
reserve on behalf of Surrey County Council, holds a twice-
yearly meeting of the Norbury Park Community Forum.  
Members include local councillors, representatives of residents 
associations (such as the FRA) and other interested bodies. 
Issues affecting Norbury Park over the past year include an  
application for a campsite (no longer proceeding), an ash tree 
felling programme and the introduction of parking charges 
across most of the County Council’s countryside estate. 
Despite some vandalism to ticket machines when the charges 
were first introduced, unofficial data suggests that parking at 
the Fetcham car park is down by less than at many other Surrey 
countryside car parks.  There has however been an increase in 
additional, and sometimes inconsiderate, parking in nearby 
roads.  The Council says that a cross-party group will review 
the charges, but it is still unclear when this will happen. The 
campaign group, Save Surrey Countryside, wants the charges!

A kestrel in Norbury Park. Growing numbers of birds of prey are one 
of the Park’s success stories.                   Photograph: Jenny Desoutter 

revoked. The next meeting of the Norbury Park Community 
Forum is on 28th November and any Fetcham resident who has 
questions or concerns should contact Patrick Bisgood, the FRA 
representative on the forum, at patrickbisgood@aol.com. 
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A helping hand for our trees 

WE SPECIALISE IN:

9 EXTERIOR FRONT & BACK DOORS
9 SLIDING & BI-FOLD DOORS
9 WINDOWS
9 CONSERVATORIES, SKYROOMS & 

ORANGERIES
9 LANTERN ROOF & FLAT ROOF 

LIGHTS
9 GLASS BOXES
9 FASCIA & SOFFITS
9 GLASS BALUSTRADES &

JULIET BALCONY

VISIT US AT: TP IMPROVEMENTS
81 THE STREET, FETCHAM, SURREY, KT22 9RD

T: 01372 203040   W: WWW.TPIMPROVEMENTS.COM   E: INFO@TPIMPROVEMENTS.CO.UK

LOCAL, FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS

HIGH QUALITY 
CUSTOMER SERVICE

EXPERIENCED TEAM 
OF EMPLOYEES 

By Betty Williams,  
FRA Tree Warden 

Street trees in Warenne Road 

mulching around the bases. Weeding and 
mulching helps the trees to thrive as they 
no longer have to compete with grass and 
weeds for water and nutrients. It also 
means that it is easier to access the  
watering tubes which take water right 
down into the roots. Residents with a tree 
outside their house can help by giving it a 
bucket of water each week during the 
spring and summer.  

Sylvia Oliver, who leads the Brighter 
Fetcham team (maintaining the flowers 
in the village planters) writes: 
“This season the geraniums have 
survived and flourished despite the 
changeable weather. We are grateful to 
our loyal helpers who continue to 
regularly water and weed the planters. 
Thanks also to those who plant at 
Penrose Parade, the top of River Lane 
and in the Cobham Road, opposite 
School Lane.” 

At the end of August, a group from the 
FRA weeded, mulched and watered all the 
trees along Cannonside, giving each tree a 
gallon of water from old milk containers 
that I've been collecting. A few weeks 
later I worked my way along Warenne 
Road, weeding, mulching and watering all 
the street trees planted there in 2017. A 
number of the trees need pruning 
following die-back during the drought last 
summer. A few other trees also need more 
support to help them grow straight as their 
stakes have rotted and come loose so we 
are trying to find a solution for this. 
Most of the street trees in Fetcham are 
quite well established and have been 
showing their lovely autumn colours. 
However, the trees planted in the last few 
years, especially in Cannonside and 
Warenne Road,  still need regular watering 
during the summer as well as weeding and !
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(continued from P.1) 
and flaking paint was consolidated back 
on with the help of beeswax. And he 
discovered a fair amount of dirt too. 
“It was black which is very odd, because 
normally it’s brown. I couldn’t work out 
what this stuff was. Eventually I tasted it 
and it tasted just like soot, although I 
was told there had been no fires here for 

50 years, so I then washed the whole 
ceiling and walls. The colours were 
fantastic.  What you’re now seeing is far 
closer to the original. This building is of 
national importance – definitely. It’s not 
just the murals, but they do make 
Fetcham Park super special.” 
Visitors can view the murals when the house 
is open for events www.fetchampark.co.uk 

Who was Louis Laguerre? 

Louis Laguerre (1663-1721) was born 
at the court of Louis XIV at Versailles  
where his Catalan father worked as a 
Master of the Menagerie. Following the 
discovery of his talent for drawing, he 
studied under Charles Le Brun at the 
French Academy. In 1683 he came to 
England as an assistant to the painter 
Antonio Verrio, working on paintings 
for Windsor Castle, St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital and Blenheim Palace. By1687 
he was working on his own 
commissions in the houses of the 
nobility.  
He may have met the architect, William 
Talman, who designed Fetcham Park, 
when he worked at Windsor Castle, as 
he later worked on many of his 
projects, the most important being 
Chatsworth House between 1689 and 
1694.!!Having moved to England, he 
spent the rest of his life here, dying at 
Lincoln’s Inn Theatre in 1721, whilst 
watching his son performing. 

By Vivien White 
Local historian 

Litter Picks – help to 
keep Fetcham looking 
clean and smart! 

Meet 10am on outside Greenwise in 
Fetcham village centre 

 
Next dates:  

Sunday November 24th 
Sunday December 15th 

We provide collecting sticks, gloves 
and bags.  After one hour we have 
coffee and chat at Greenwise. Why 

not come and join us? 

More info:  
www.fetchamresidents.co.uk 

Or Patty Harrison 
pattieh@virginmedia.com 

Above: Part of the ceiling mural ‘The Assembly of the Gods’    
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In Focus: Playing tennis in Fetcham 
We’re fortunate in Fetcham in 
having a super local sports club 
hidden away at the Cannon Grove 
recreation ground.  ‘Leatherhead 
Tennis Club’ has in fact been located in 
Fetcham for the last 55 years!  
The club is a not-for-profit Community 
Amateur Sports Club run by its members. 
In addition to a modern clubhouse, there 
are four tarmac tennis courts with 
floodlights and two courts with artificial 
clay.  Modern low-level LED lights will 
be installed on one of the clay courts later 
this year.   
People often think of tennis as a summer 
game – but it’s played all year round.  
Children’s coaching sessions are offered 
throughout the autumn, spring and 
summer terms with ‘tennis camps’ during 
the school holidays.  ‘Anyone for tennis?’ 
applies to January as well as July! It’s a 
great game and a super way of staying fit 
and active.  Tennis begins around age 5 
using soft balls and small nets and it 
continues well past retirement.  !

By Nigel Turner  
Leatherhead Tennis Club 

One member is still playing in his 
nineties! The club has around 100 junior 
members and 200 adult members most 
of whom live in Fetcham, Bookham and 
Leatherhead. Supported by its three !

coaches, there are ‘turn up and play’ 
sessions, teams in local leagues, a 
summer tournament, individual 
coaching and group coaching. There’s 
an active social side to the club with 
barbecues, quizzes, walks, dances, 
tastings and other events.  Subscriptions 
are moderate and competitive with other 
local clubs. Pop round and take a look! 
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Sue Joyce, FRA committee member for membership, writes: Being a member of the Fetcham Residents 
Association gives you the opportunity of seeing what is really going on in our village and the surrounding area. 
So, we are extending an invitation to you all, to either renew your membership or join us so that we become more able 
to tackle the important issues that affect the village – now and in the future. 
My thanks to those residents who have agreed to act as road stewards, and will be delivering membership leaflets over 
the coming weeks. The more Fetcham residents who join us, the more influence we will have to make sure our quality 
of life is not just maintained, but improved, for us and our children. We can only ever be as strong as our membership. 
Thank you. 
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If you have enjoyed reading our Newsletter – please 
remember to JOIN US or renew your subscription.  
Visit: www.fetchamresidents.co.uk 

‘Newsletter’ is published twice a year by the Fetcham Residents Association and 
distributed to more than 3000 households in the Fetcham area.   
Advertising: Tim Waller at chairman@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
Editor: Ian Anderson at editor@fetchamresidents.co.uk 
Printed by Peter James Printing Ltd, Shepperton, Middx. TW17 8AS 
Editorial Copyright: Fetcham Residents Association, 3 Churchill Close, Fetcham KT22 9EY 
All reasonable care has been taken to ensure editorial accuracy. The publisher will not accept liability 
for any loss or damage resulting from  errors or omissions,  howsoever caused. 

AND FINALLY – a word on membership from the FRA 
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